


Hester and Pickle are 
visiting Bash Street
School to talk about 
how a guide dog helps a 
person with sight loss...

My guide dog Pickle helps me to cross the  
road, get on public transport and avoid things 

that might be dangerous for me. Having 
her means I live 
the life I want.

Sounds great!
How do I get a 

guide dog?

Chuckle! Sorry,
you have to be a 
person with sight 
loss. I got Pickle 
through Guide  
Dogs. They’re 

a charity.

They help people with sight 
loss to get around safely and 

learn important life skills.

Wow! That’s 
brilliant!

I reckon 
Gnasher 
could be 
a guide

dog. He’s 
awesome!

I prefer 
gnawesome.

Well, he does look 
awesome, but guide dog 

puppies go to a training school 
to learn how to be a guide 
dog. That’s why you should 

never distract a working 
guide dog, they’re 

busy doing their job! 

Dog school?! Do they 
have to do dog homework? 

That would be mean.

UH-OH! 
When someone 
covers my ears 

it means I’m 
going to the 

“V-E-T.”

I have 
sight loss.

No you don’t. 
You just can’t see 
well without your

glasses.

Erbert!
My glasses only help a little 
bit and my eyesight is getting 
worse. I went to a special eye 

doctor last week, and she said I have 
sight loss. I’m not sure I need a 
guide dog, but it’s pretty blurry.

That’s not 
good!

Oh, Erbert! 
That must be 
hard for you. I get nervous. 

I’m scared in case I 
get hurt, I worry about 

looking silly. And I 
don’t like doing things 
on my own any more.

Guide Dogs also provide 
buddy dogs, Erbert. They 

aren’t guide dogs, but 
they boost confidence and 

support you. Like a 
doggy best friend.

Ooh, that sounds 
interesting!



Guide Dogs’ National Centre 
is less than an hour from here - 
I’m going to phone them to see 

if we can pay them a visit.

Just checking - 
buddy dogs are...

... only for children 
with sight loss. 
Sorry, Minnie!

It’s road trip time!

Stop the bus, I 
need a wee-wee...

...a wee, wee 
drink of juice...

... and a banana...

Hi, we’re 
from Bash 

Street 
School!

Welcome to Guide Dogs’ National Centre! 
This is where every dog at Guide Dogs starts 

their journey as a life-changing puppy! 
Let’s go and see the pups being trained 

by our brilliant staff and volunteers!

When they’re very 
young, we want our 

puppies to feel happy so we 
introduce them to lots of 

interesting new experiences 
in a safe environment.

Aw, look! 
So cute!

There are 37 
behaviours a dog 

has to learn to be a
guide dog. These 

puppies are learning 
how to behave when 

they’re around 
other dogs.

Here’s a 1 year old guide 
dog in training, getting used to 
wearing a harness. Again, it’s 

all done in a happy, safe 
environment to give the 

puppy confidence.

It’s like a 
dog-school 
uniform!

Now it’s time to meet an 
owner and their buddy dog.

Hi! I’m Alex 
and this is 

Chance! I have 
sight loss, and 
Chance really
helps give me
confidence.

Hi, Alex!

Hi, I’m 
Erbert. 

I have sight
loss too. 

I only just
found out.

Hi, Erbert, 
meet Chance. 

How do you feel 
about hearing that?

I don’t know. I used 
to go out all the 

time, but now I worry 
about hurting myself, 

or looking silly.

I used to feel like that too, but 
Chance really gave me confidence. 

Now I love going out, and it’s 
great to have a best friend who’s 

always around for a cuddle.

I wonder if your folks 
would like you to have 
a buddy dog, Erbert? There’s a 

family event 
here next month. 
You could come
with your family 
and meet lots of 
guide and buddy 

dog owners.

That sounds 
great!



After the tour... Here are some 
information leaflets
Erbert asked for.

Thank you. 
This has been a

lovely visit!

I’ll speak
to you soon!

See you
later!

That was great. 
A buddy dog would

be amazing.

They’re so
clever to learn
all those things!

Woo-hoo! The
website says my

family can sponsor
a guide dog puppy.

I still think 
Gnasher would 
be an awesome

buddy dog.

Really? Does that
look like the behaviour

of a highly-trained
intelligent dog?

SLU
RP!

It’s better than
Dennis usually

manages!
I’m just
kidding!

He might be a bit stupid
and untrainable - no offence, 
Gnasher - but he’ll always be

my best buddy dog!

Gnone
taken.

I’m sure Gnasher
is very smart

in his own way...
Oh look –

a doggy drool
loveheart. Ew!

Aww...
Eww... Aww...

The End!

Have you been inspired by our special Guide Dogs 
story? Would you like to help them or find out more 
about how they train future life-changers? 
 
You, your parents and your school or youth group 
can get involved in so many ways to help and support 
Guide Dogs make a huge difference to someone’s life.
 
How about getting involved in Guide Dogs schools’ 
event? You and your pals can all get involved in this 
exciting campaign. Fund Race is a learning experience 
building to a race with a twist - every participant is 
blindfolded and uses a rope as their guide.
 
You can also find out more about the real-life Hester & 
Pickle and Alex & Chance and explore their stories.

 
There are lots more exciting ways to get 
involved, ask your grown up if you want 
to find out more!  
www.guidedogs.org.uk/beano 

Scan

here
!
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