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Guide Dog Trainer 

Training our dogs 
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Training a dog to go on a platform 
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Your task: Thinking about our positive training ethos and the steps involved in training a 
dog to step onto a platform, what training plan can you come up with to teach a dog a hand 
target – where the dog moves its nose to make contact with your hand when given the 
verbal cue of ‘touch’? Think about the environment around the dog, rewards, variation in 
the behaviour, etc. Hand touches are useful when an owner wants a guide dog to move closer 
to them without having to grab their collar and is also used in recall to alert the guide dog 
owner through touch that the dog has returned from a free run. 

 
If you finish this, you may want to have a go at the dog training myth-buster challenge too. 
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Myth buster challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


