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Hello, it's Gordon
here, Albus’ owner.

”»

A little about me

I was born in Zimbabwe, and at the age of 22, I packed up and headed for
England. I'd completed a course training as a chef, and I wanted to go out
and get more experience before going back home to settle down. Although,
that plan went out the window when I met my wifel We've now got three
incredible children, two cats, and, of course, the wonderful Albus.

For the last 18 years, I've worked for a German manufacturing company in
customer service and technical support of products. They're a big company
so no two days are the same - which I really enjoy.

Visual impairment is something I was born with, as, unfortunately, my mother
caught rubella when she was pregnant with me. I was diagnosed with
coloboma in both eyes, which is really rare. This means that some of the
tissues in my eyes didn’t grow, leaving me with no vision in one eye and 20 per
cent vision in the other.



Magical Albus

Guide Dogs is a charity I've always
known about, but it was my wife who
encouraged me to enquire. I didn't
realise how much easier things
could be until I asked for help.

The team who helped me were
incredible. They encouraged me to
push myself out of my comfort zone
and gave me confidence when using
my white cane. The day I got the call
from Maddie, my Guide Dog Mobility
Specialist, to say she'd found me a
match was the most incredible day.
It felt huge, like my world was about
to open up.

Albus is my first guide dog, and I
found partnership training an
amazing experience; I also learnt so
much about myself. Maddie was
great! She was so patient and took
the time to reassure me, addressing
any concerns my family and I had.
During the six weeks of training, we
went to lots of different places and
learnt routes that I do regularly,
such as the school runs.

Life with Albus

Our household is a busy one. I do
the school runs each day and take
my youngest daughter, Willow, to
after-school clubs such as swimming
and horse riding. Albus is amazing at
helping us to get there safely. He
also gets on well with our two cats,
Luna and Pedro.

Luna keeps lying close to him like
she’s asking him to play —it's really
sweet.

Recently, Willow told me she had a
serious question; she couldn’t
figure out who she loved more,
Albus or Luna! It’s safe to say he's
settled in well with us.

As a family, we love taking Albus to
our favourite parks. He loves
running around and playing with
other dogs. Albus absolutely
adores playing in water. If there'’s
a puddle to play in, he'll find it -
even if it's the driest day, he’ll
always manage to find water
somewherel

I'm a huge cricket fan. I played
blind cricket once, but in my first
match, I dived and landed badly.
It's safe to say I'm better at
watching than playing. Luckily, my
son enjoyed playing, so I used to
attend all his games.

Thank you

Life with Albus is amazing!
We're a quirky family, and he
fits right in. He encourages me
to slow down and not rush,
which helps my anxiety.

Thank you for sponsoring Albus.
Without your support and that
of the team at Guide Dogs,

I wouldn't have this

incredible life changer.



Join Gordon, Willow and Albus on a
trip to Nonsuch Park, and find out what

a difference Albus is already making:
guidedogs.org.uk/puppy-albus



http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/puppy-albus

The day I got the call from Maddie, my Guide
Dog Mobility Specialist, to say she'd found me
a match was the most incredible day. It felt
huge, like my world was about to open up.

Gordon, Albus’ owner
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Thank you so much for sponsoring Albus!

We believe that visual impairment shouldn’t stop people from doing the
things they love. That's why we’re here to provide life-changing support,
skills and dogs to those affected by sight loss, helping them to live their
lives exactly as they choose. This wouldn't be possible without kind people
like you, and we can’t thank you enough for your incredible support.
Together, we can continue to train more pups like Albus and make a
difference to the lives of even more people like Gordon.

o /SponsorAPuppy G GuideDogsUK @ /sponsorapuppygd

Find out more about how we manage and respect your data at
guidedogs.org.uk/privacy or call freephone 0800 953 0113 to request a
printed copy. Please use this number to tell us if you have changed your mind
about how we contact you; including telling us that you do not wish to receive
occasional direct mail about Guide Dogs.
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