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Welcome to your 
February Pupdate
The colder months are nearly behind us and spring is just 
around the corner.   
The UK’s first guide dog partnership qualified in 1931. Since then, we 
have matched over 37,500 people with a guide dog - that’s at least one new 
partnership every day for the last 94 years. Our dogs help people with sight 
loss to get out and about safely, providing life‑changing support every single 
day. They help people with visual impairments to enjoy the freedom and 
independence many of us take for granted. 

1 in 5 people will live with sight loss in their lifetime. By sponsoring a puppy, 
you’re helping us provide vital services, from mobility training to assistive 
technology and more, that enrich the lives of adults and children with visual 
impairments. None of this would be possible without supporters like you!

I hope you enjoy reading the latest news  
from your sponsored puppy. Thank you  
for being a part of their journey.  

Yours sincerely,

 
 
 
Steph Potter 
Puppy Sponsorship Manager



Thank you  
for sponsoring Jasper 

Hello, it’s 
Susie here, 
I’m raising 
Jasper with 
my husband 
Peter

Jasper makes us laugh every day. He’s 
getting into his ‘teenage’ phase now, and 
he’s so cheeky! Jasper’s started to realise 
that he gets a bit of kibble for doing things 
well, so now he’ll stop and look at us when 
he thinks he deserves something. It’s a 
battle of wills but he’s learning that there 
are certain things he’s got to do without 
getting a treat!

Old favourites
Jasper’s purple octopus toy is still a firm 
favourite. He’ll pick it up and wander 
around with it, showing it off to anyone he 
can. It’s not a present though – he just 
wants you to look! Jasper has also built 
himself a quirky routine: he wakes up with 
us at about 6:30am each morning and 
takes all the toys out of his box, one by one. 
Then he does it again at 9:00pm before 
going to bed, as if he’s greeting them all in 
the morning, and then bidding them 
goodnight at the end of the day. It’s  
very cute!

Trains and planes
Peter did a skydiving jump for Guide Dogs 
and we took Jasper along with us. We were 
ready to take Jasper inside if he seemed 
nervous, but he took it all in his stride. 



It was a local airport with only small 
12-seater planes, so it wasn’t too loud, 
but it was the first time Jasper had 
seen a machine take flight - he’d only 
seen birds until that moment. He was 
so relaxed! He’s such a confident pup,  
and nothing seems to faze him.
A little closer to the ground, we’ve also 
taken Jasper on a few train journeys. 
He loves them! We’ve been teaching 
Jasper to perform ‘under’, where one 
of us will sit down on the train, and 
then he’ll go beneath our legs and lie 
down. This helps to keep Jasper safe 
and out of the way while on busy public 
transport which is important as it 
might be something he uses regularly 
with his future owner. Jasper picks up 
new skills quickly and has gained a lot 
of confidence in the last few months. 
We’re so proud of him.

Socials and events
We also take Jasper to fundraising 
events with us which gives him the 
opportunity to meet people of all ages. 
He’s a very affable boy and always 
behaves appropriately. In fact, we’d 
say that he takes advantage of the 
attention he gets from the public; he 
loves being fussed, so after he’s got 
the okay from us, he’ll lie on his  
back and ask for belly rubs. 

Join Jasper on a train journey with Susie and Peter by going to:   

guidedogs.org.uk/puppy-jasper

http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/puppy-jasper


What’s next? 
Jasper’s biggest challenge currently is his loose lead walking. He’s got a bit 
stronger recently, and because he’s so enthusiastic, he can struggle to 
slow down. We’ve introduced him to a gentle leader which fits comfortably 
over his nose and neck, and is designed to help dogs learn to walk without 
pulling. We introduced this slowly by holding it out for him to sniff and 
encouraged a positive association with treats. He’s now happy to wear it 
for short periods, and we’re building up the time gradually. He’s already 
making great progress with it!
Thank you so much for sponsoring Jasper. Find out how his training  
is going in your next Pupdate in June!



What is Puppy Raising for Guide Dogs?
Puppy Raising for Guide Dogs is our bespoke puppy-raising programme that 
guide dog pups follow while living with their puppy raisers. It was designed in 
consultation with volunteers, staff, training behaviour consultants and canine 
research staff. It’s based on Positive Reinforcement Training (PRT) which 
focuses on rewarding good behaviour and creating positive associations with 
new experiences. We treat each pup as an individual and help to support 
their physical, behavioural, and emotional development. 

/SponsorAPuppy GuideDogsUK /sponsorapuppygd

Find out more about how we manage and respect your data at  
guidedogs.org.uk/privacy or call freephone 0800 953 0113 to request a 
printed copy. Please use this number to tell us if you have changed your mind 
about how we contact you; including telling us that you do not wish to receive 
occasional direct mail about Guide Dogs.
Registered charity in England and Wales (209617), Scotland (SC038979) and Isle of Man (1334). C251 11/24 Jasper PD2

http://www.facebook.com/SponsorAPuppy
https://www.youtube.com/GuideDogsUK
http://www.instagram.com/sponsorapuppygd
http://www.guidedogs.org.uk/privacy
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