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Scotland and Northern Ireland region: puppy raising update – August 2023
Well, the summer seems to be flying by and I hope everyone has made the most of the sunshine we have had, my garden grass is certainly growing well! 

Team update
Erin McArthur
Over the coming months, we will be seeing a couple of changes within the Scotland and Northern Ireland Team as Erin McArthur prepares to go off and welcome her new baby. I am sure you will join me in wishing her and John all the best for their new arrival. 
PDA recruitment - Glasgow
We are currently right in the middle of recruitment for a new Puppy Development Advisor (PDA) to replace Fiona Fraser as she moves into the role of Puppy Development Supervisor (PDS). We have been overwhelmed with applications for this role to support Glasgow and we will keep everyone up-dated on the successful candidate soon. 
Michelle Simpson 
Working alongside our department is the newly appointed Puppy Selection and Screening Specialist - Michelle Simpson. Michelle brings a wealth of knowledge on puppy selection and will be supplementing our pup numbers as required. So far this year in Scotland and Northern Ireland, we have added 11 pups to our internally bred population, the majority of which are progressing well and on track to either join our breeding programme or move onto future training as a guide dog.
David MacKay
Puppy Development Advisor, David MacKay, recently covered viewing some of our Northern Ireland pups and he really appreciated how welcoming everyone made him feel. Emma is now back, and I am sure she has already been in touch booking in visits and classes. She will be confirming the pup placement dates of available pups as soon as possible.
Puppy raiser recruitment
We continue to recruit for puppy raisers over the region, so we have enough volunteers to help us with the gradual increase in puppies but also to give those puppy raisers who would like to put their feet up between pups for a well-earned break! But I know many of you miss the pitter patter of four paws in the house, so thank you for welcoming a new puppy so soon after. 

Events 
Puppy raiser induction day at Forfar - 5 September 
An opportunity for new puppy raisers to visit our training school in Forfar and to watch a live dog training demo and meet staff, including Guide Dog Trainers, who help people with sight loss to live the life they choose. Places are limited. Please contact your PDA to book a place or to find out details of future dates.
 

Thanks for taking the time to read the Scotland and Northern Ireland regional update. Please feel free to pass on suggestions to your PDA for information you would like included within this update, and we will try our best to accommodate. Until next time, from all the team, enjoy the rest of your summer.

Kind Regards, 

Gillian Flynn
Canine Assisted Services, Operations Manager - Scotland and Northern Ireland
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