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The Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal 2025 – Volunteer Toolkit
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Campaign snapshot 
Our annual Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal takes place every October, marking the anniversary of the first four guide dog partnerships in the UK.

In 2025, as we continue to adapt to new ways of working, we plan to simplify the Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal, refocusing it around Community Fundraising. Rather than broadening the campaign this year, as we did in 2024, we’re aiming to build towards that expansion in 2026.

Community Fundraising will use the appeal to drive recruitment for DIY fundraising among individuals, groups, and schools. Our fundraising volunteers will also be out in their communities throughout October, hosting collections and events in support of the campaign.
Key messaging 
· Training pups to become life-changing guide dogs.
· Every day, 250 people in the UK begin to lose their sight – that’s one person every six minutes. 
· Living with sight loss can be incredibly difficult. Without the right support, people can be left feeling alone and isolated. From their friends and family, careers and communities, from the world they knew and the lives they planned. 
· But our dogs transform the lives of people with vision impairments; being partnered with a guide dog reduces loneliness and enables people with sight loss to get out and live the life they choose. 
· Every year around 1,350 puppies start their journey to become a guide dog. But it costs £77,000 to breed, puppy raise and train each guide dog so that they can transform the life of someone with sight loss. 
· We need your help to turn these pups into life-changing guide dog partnerships. The guide dog service receives no government funding, we rely on donations to continue our life-changing work. 
· So this October we’re asking people to join the pack and support Guide Dogs so that we can create the life-changers of tomorrow. 
· There are so many fun ways you can get involved, either with your friends and family, your colleagues, community, or on your own.  Nurseries, schools and youth groups can also join the pack this October: learning about our amazing pups while raising awareness about inclusion and the importance of our services to support people with sight loss. 
· For the first time ever, we’re bringing the Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal into assembly halls across the UK. Save the date of Thursday 9 October and join our interactive live Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal assembly for fun, learning, and, of course, puppies!  
Updated costs 
· £3 could pay for a microchip for one of our guide dog puppies.
· £8 could buy a collar for a working guide dog.
· £9 could support a working guide dog partnership for a day.
· £15 could buy a leather lead for a guide dog.
· £16 could buy a ‘puppy in training’ jacket for one of our puppies. 
· £26 could buy a white harness, the iconic symbol of a working guide dog. 
· £31 could pay for an hour of specialist training for a guide dog.
· £60 could pay for an eye check by a vet for a guide dog in training. 
· £80 could buy a puppy raising kit for the volunteers who look after our puppies during their first year. 
· £100 could buy a training school kit, essential to help every pup on their journey to becoming a qualified guide dog. 
· £141 could buy a starter kit for a guide dog partnership, containing everything they need to start their new life together. 
· £910 could buy a birthing kit, containing all the essential equipment for a volunteer to help a guide dog mum safely deliver her puppies. 
What are we asking our supporters to do? 
We’re encouraging supporters to sign up and fundraise any day in October, in any way they like. From baking a difference and raising funds the delicious way, to taking on a sponsored puppy walk or organising a wear it bright day - there are endless ways to get involved at home, in the workplace, or at school. 
How can supporters sign up? 
Our Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal webpages will go live in mid-August.

guidedogs.org.uk/appeal – this webpage is our main landing page.

guidedogs.org.uk/pups – this webpage is the page all our marketing will be driven to, as this is where supporters can sign up for a fundraising pack.

Fundraisers who sign up for this year’s Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal will receive a fundraising pack by post within 10 working days of registering. They’ll also gain access to our digital fundraising and advice hub, where they can download any resources they might need.
Fundraising ideas for individuals or workplace supporters: 
[image: Third-party fundraising Guide Dogs Puppy Appeal postal pack contents.]

Wear it bright: Organise a dress down or wear it bright day – just like the high-visibility colours on our iconic guide dog harnesses. Ask for £1 to take part and your fundraising total will soon start adding up. 

Sponsored puppy walk: Step up with friends, family, or with your dog – all ages can get involved. Pick your distance, plan your route, and ask for sponsorship. Whether you walk every day or as a one-off, every step counts.    

Bake a difference: Raise funds the delicious way - host a coffee morning, bake sale, or a potluck lunch. Whether you’re serving up sweet treats or savoury bites, fundraising with food is a delicious way to bring people together. 

Sweepstake: Tempt everyone to part with their cash by playing our puppy sweepstake game. A paws-itively easy way to fetch donations. 

Fundraising ideas for schools or youth group supporters:
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There are so many ways for schools and youth groups to get involved...download our learning resources including colouring, comics and ready-to-go lessons about these amazing dogs, join in with our live assembly, and use our fundraising packs to help those pups become life-changers.

Here are a few of our favourite ways for schools and youth groups to help our pups put the fun into fundraising: 

Sponsored puppy walk. Colour and cut out one of our pups, pop on a ribbon lead and go for a wag-tastic sponsored walk. Laps around the playground or a stroll to a set destination, those little steps make a huge impact.

Wear it bright. Brighten up everyone’s day with our twist on non-uniform, wearing bright items – just like the high-visibility colours on our iconic guide dog harnesses. Simple to run, won’t disrupt the day, and if you ask for donations, your fundraising will be shining too.

Who's a good guesser? Use our ‘guess the name of the puppy’ game - you’ll even get a free guide dog soft toy as the winning prize. Other guessing games – like number of dog biscuits in a jar – are also fun and introduce estimation skills too! A paws-itively easy way to fetch donations.
Volunteers
As in previous years, we want to encourage our volunteer groups to increase the collections they have planned across October. If a group wants to organise their own event - even better! Whether it's collections, quizzes, bake sales, or something more creative, every effort makes a difference and helps raise funds while having fun.
How can you promote our appeal as a volunteer?
· Attending an event? Chat to people who may be interested and encourage them to sign up and fundraise at guidedogs.org.uk/pups
· Book more collections! Use our appeal as a reason to connect with local businesses and request extra collection slots.
· Reconnect with volunteers who haven’t been active lately, our appeal is a great opportunity to re-engage them in a meaningful way.
Paying in funds
If you're fundraising as part of a volunteer group, please use your usual paying-in books and bank income under code FR4US. All third-party fundraisers who sign up online will receive clear instructions on how to pay in funds as part of their supporter journey.
Got a question?
Your local Community Fundraising Manager is always here to support you and your group. You can also contact your regional Supporter Care team if you need additional resources.

Email: guidedogsappeal@guidedogs.org.uk
Phone: 0345 143 0192. 
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