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Did you know you
can help Guide
Dogs on eBay?

Make Guide Dogs your favourite
charity on eBay and support us
whenever you shop or sell!

Learn more at charity.ebay.co.uk

Guide Dogs is a working name of The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association. Registered
Office: Hillfields, Burghfield Common, Reading, Berkshire RG7 3YG. A company limited
by guarantee registered in England and Wales (291646) and a charity registered in
England and Wales (209617), Scotland (SC038979) and Isle of Man (1334).
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We'd love for you
to join our pack

Whether you're an avid runner or looking to take on a
new adventure, we have a variety of opportunities for
you to get involved and make a difference.

.218| TCSLondon Marathon - 27 April 2025
0979991  The Guide Dogs Run — June 2025
Great North Run - 7 September 2025

o000~ LondonLandmarks Half Marathon - 6 April 2025

Royal Parks Half Marathon — 12 October 2025
Facebook challenges — Stay tuned for updates

#TeamGuideDogs

To join #TeamGuideDogs, check out guidedogs.org.uk/challenge-events.

If you're taking on your own sporting challenge, we’d love to hear from you: events@guidedogs.org.uk.

Subscription enquiries:

You're receiving this copy of Forward
magazine as one of our valued
supporters. Forward is available in
standard print, Braille, large print and
audio CD formats. It's also available
online as an accessible PDF, as a plain
text document and as audio files at
guidedogs.org.uk/forward.

If you no longer wish to receive this
magazine, or if you wish to change the
format in which it’s sent to you, please
contact us on 0800 953 0113 or via
guidedogs@guidedogs.org.uk.

Editorial contributions:

Send your stories to Forward by email to
forward@guidedogs.org.uk or addressed
to ‘Forward magazine’ by post to the Head
Office address below. Unfortunately,

due to the volume of ideas we receive,

we cannot acknowledge every item. We
reserve the right to edit or refuse.
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A welcome
from Andrew

Firstly let me welcome you to this Autumn/Winter
edition of Forward magazine - your window into

what is happening in the Guide Dogs community
around the UK. The general public often only sees
our iconic guide dogs, not realising that our incredible
volunteers and staff do so many other things in
support of the vision-impaired community — and we
have many of those stories in this magazine.

As we look to some of those stories, we get ]

; e GORSAF
to meet the stqr of th|s’mogozme s front LLANBERIS
cover, puppy Titch who's now part of the . TATI
Love Your Weekend with Alan Titchmarsh >
family. You can read more about Titch in
Star News on page 13.

Following her appointment at our Annual
General Meeting in September, I am pleased
to be able to introduce you all to our new
volunteer Chair of the Trustee board, Isabel
Hudson. You can read more about Isabel in
the News section, starting on page six.

As we look ahead to Christmas, don’t forget
we have plenty of Guide Dogs Shop seasonal
offerings, including our best-selling Christmas

where we randomly bumped into superstar

cards as well as some wonderful gift ideas.
Find out more on page 14.

We also wanted to put a spotlight on an
incredible milestone for our buddy dog
service, where we have just placed our 400th
buddy dog, Hetty. On page 20, you can read
about the amazing difference Hetty has made
to her young owner, Dom.

With just over a year in my role as the CEO of
Guide Dogs, recently I have been reflecting
on the many fundraising groups I have met as
T've visited sites around the UK and at some of
the events I have attended. From climbing Yr
Wyddfa (Snowdon) with the Gwynedd group,

mezzo soprano Katherine Jenkins, to meeting
speakers and community teams in Livingston
in Scotland, to recording podcasts with some
of our speakers, the stories I have seen and
heard are truly inspirational.

I hope you enjoy this latest edition.

sl

Andrew Lennox
Chief Executive
Guide Dogs
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News

Introducing Guide Dogs’ new Chair

At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in September, Guide Dogs
welcomed a new Chair of Trustees, Isabel Hudson, to the board.
Isabel succeeded Jamie Hambro, who was Chairman for nine years
and stepped down after completing three terms in the role.

Isabel brings significant experience to the charity with more than 40
years in financial services, latterly setting up her own business, and
she has a strong track record in business development. Isabel has
worked with the disability charity, Scope, and now sits on the Board of the ISC Group, a not-
for-profit organisation supporting women to bridge the gender seniority gap in insurance.

Outside work, Isabel has a busy family life and enjoys spending time with her young grandsons.
She has a young German shepherd and provides regular doggy daycare services for the
other family dogs.

Isabel said: “I can see already from the short time that I've been involved with this charity
the fantastic work that all of you do. I know that things have been tough recently. It's been
tough in Covid and dealing with some of the after-effects of Covid. But I also know that
there are still fantastic opportunities for this charity to make a real difference to
everybody out there with visual impairment.”

Charity partnership’s a hole in one
for Guide Dogs

Guide Dogs was proud to be the official charity partner of

this year’s Betfred British Masters, held in late August at The
Belfry, a world-famous golf course near Birmingham, and
hosted by British golfing legend Sir Nick Faldo. The Guide Dogs
Demonstration Team and an information stand educated the
thousands of visitors to the Spectator Village about how our
services change lives, and a series of donate-to-play golf
challenges helped raise funds. There were also numerous
invaluable awareness-raising mentions of Guide Dogs on Sky
Sports’ live TV coverage.

Thanks to a 150-strong team of Guide Dogs volunteers and
staff, plus the DP World Tour team and generous Betfred
contributions, the partnership raised more than £77,000 over
the five-day tournament.

Image: Sir Nick Faldo
Find out which celebrities played in Guide Dogs’ pro-am team meeting puppy Faldo.
at the event in Star News on page 13.
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News

Guide Dogs is Mars Badminton Horse Trials’ Charity
of the Year in 2025!

We are thrilled to announce that Guide Dogs has been selected as Charity of the Year for
the 2025 Mars Badminton Horse Trials. Taking place from 7-11 May next year, Badminton is
among the largest horse trials held annually, attracting the world’s top eventers and crowds
of approximately 160,000. We have a long history with Badminton, as our dedicated local
fundraising team have had a stand at the Gloucestershire event for the last 30 years.

We are also very fortunate to have the support of world-renowned event rider William Fox-
Pitt, who will be hosting a walk around the legendary cross-country course on our behalf.
William said: “I have first-hand experience of sight loss — thankfully for me it was temporary,
but I'm so pleased to be supporting Guide Dogs at Badminton.”

Image: William Fox-Pitt
with guide dog puppy Lisa.

Refreshing your skills with Friends & Family
Sighted Guide Training

Whether you are newly diagnosed with sight loss, or
have been living with it for years, it's good to know
that the people around you are confident and skilled
in providing you with sighted guiding. Zoe, who's
grown up with sight loss, told us: “We just muddle
along usually, so it'll be great to have some formal
training.” Her mum Lynn added: “I want to know that
I can take Zoe out, and that she’s safe and confident
with me guiding her. We do make an entrance, so I'd
like everything to be a bit more smooth!”

Having done our Friends & Family training online
with Sighted Guide Training Officer Sharon, Zoe said:
“A lot of people, and their friends and family, would
find this very useful regardless of where they are in
their sight loss journey. It's definitely led to me saying
yes to more things.”

To hear more of Zoe and Lynn'’s story, or to
find out more including how to book training,
visit guidedogs.org.uk/FriendsAndFamily.

-

Eogth,


http://guidedogs.org.uk/FriendsAndFamily

News

Our Visitor Experience team look forward to
welcoming you

After a short pause over the Summer due groups at the National Centre, which will

to construction work on site, tours at our also be available to book as a family-friendly
National Centre near Leamington Spa experience during school holidays. If all goes
returned in August. Regional Centre tours well, the schools/youth groups experience will
at Forfar in Scotland and Atherton near be rolled out to other centres.

Manchester will also restart over the next
couple of months - welcome news to staff,
volunteers and the public, who have been
eagerly awaiting their return since tours
were paused due to Covid.

To find out more and to book a tour, visit
tinyurl.com/GuideDogsVisitorExperiences.
Guide Dogs staff and volunteers can enjoy
50% off any tour or experience - email
Specifically for younger audiences, we've also  VisitorExperience@guidedogs.org.uk for
introduced an experience for schools/youth more information.

Our first Academy Guide Dog
Mobility Specialist qualifies!

When Darren Locksley saw a Facebook advert in 2021,

he wanted to find out more about changing careers to
become a Guide Dog Mobility Specialist (GDMS). Three
years later he has gone from being a Deputy Headteacher
in London to a fully qualified GDMS based in Scotland, and
he's now preparing to go on class with his latest group of

dogs. He also happens to be the very first GDMS to qualify
under the Guide Dogs Academy.

Darren said: “I've worked with some amazing people in
my first few years, and it's been great to use the coaching
skills from my previous role.”

Guide Dogs Academy was set up to bring people with transferable skills into the
organisation. They are already working in local teams across the UK, and many
more will qualify over the next few months.

First Partnership Funds go live

Our new Guide Dogs Partnership Fund is can be used to celebrate how your guide
a wonderful way to celebrate a special dog, buddy dog or children/young person
partnership while also supporting Guide Dogs  partnership has impacted your life, and to
and raising money to help others. raise funds to help others.

The idea for Partnership Funds grew out of

our service users asking for a way of giving To find out more or to open a fund, contact
back, and enables you to set up your own Community Fundraising Supporter Care on
fundraising pot that you, your family and 0345 143 0192 or email FundraiseForUs@
friends can keep contributing to. The fund guidedogs.org.uk.
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News

Guide dog puppies Freddy, Riley, Hunter and Jane
had a training session with a difference at Nevill
Hall Hospital in Abergavenny when the Aneurin
Bevan University Health Board launched its
ground-breaking Visiting Animals policy.

The session helped to familiarise the puppies with
the sights, sounds and smells of a busy medical
setting, and even featured the noise of a reversing
ambulance. The puppies tackled lifts, stairs,
corridors, consulting rooms and other confined
spaces, and learnt to remain calm as trolleys and
wheelchairs passed by.

The visit was filmed for ITV Wales News, which
aired in September and also included an appeal
for puppy raisers.

Betty’s decades of volunteering
recognised by royalty

Betty Kinnear has been awarded the British Empire
Medal in the King's New Year’s Honours List for services
to Guide Dogs’ Perth and District Fundraising Group, and
she had her investiture with the Lord Lieutenant of Perth
and Kinross in May. Betty has volunteered for Guide

Dogs for nearly 30 years, twice winning a Local Volunteer
Award and raising 15 guide dog puppies, with all but one
becoming guide dogs.

Highlighting how Betty goes the extra mile, the group’s
volunteer fundraising coordinator Deirdre McVean said:
“Betty is an extraordinary fundraiser and was Chairman

of the Aberfeldy branch until it merged with the Perth and
District Group. Betty has organised many events in Aberfeldy
and surrounding areas - craft fairs, shows, street collections, markets and

coffee mornings. She is an outstanding crafter and her high-quality knitwear is always in
demand. She was instrumental in securing a Name a Puppy fund from a café in Pitlochry, as
well as one at her local secondary school, Breadalbane Academy.

“Betty also sells a considerable amount of Christmas goods locally, with people having been
known to knock on her door on Christmas Eve asking if cards were still available.”

Tracey Berridge, Head of Volunteering at Guide Dogs, said: “We'd like to congratulate Betty
on her well-deserved achievement of being awarded a British Empire Medal, recognising
her decades of volunteering for Guide Dogs. We simply couldn’t deliver our vital services
without incredible volunteers like Betty.”
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News

Celebrating 40 years
of Guide Dogs in
Northern Ireland

The first Guide Dogs centre in Northern Ireland
opened in late 1984 at Lanesborough House in East
Belfast, and when this edition of Forward went to
print, the Belfast Team were busy making plans to
mark the 40th anniversary of Guide Dogs in NI.
Before 1984, people with sight loss had to travel to . ; '
Scotland and England to train with their guide dogs. Images: Eve (above) and Roland

(below) the first two qualifying guide
The first two dogs to qualify in Northern Ireland dogs in Northern Ireland.

were Eve, a Labrador/golden retriever cross, and
Roland, a German shepherd. Trainers at the time
were seconded from across the water; later NI-
based trainers were trained in Forfar in Scotland
before returning to help establish Guide Dogs in
Belfast. Since then, there have been more than 600
partnerships trained and matched in NI.

The Belfast Team now works from the city’s Heron
Road, with staff, volunteers, service users and dogs
covering the area from the lakes of Fermanagh to
the Glens of Antrim.

Remembering Brenda Clare, 1929-2023

When artist Brenda Clare passed away last year, she
left a large gift to Guide Dogs in her Will in memory of
someone who inspired her to fulfil a lifelong ambition.
Brenda lived in East Hagbourne, Oxfordshire until 2000
and while she was there, she volunteered to read every
week to a local blind clergyman, Canon Edgar Walmsley.

Canon Walmsley encouraged Brenda to write poetry,
which she began writing on scraps of paper, often using
her own life experiences or observations of local village
life as inspiration. In 2015, aged 85 and having moved back
to her native Lancashire, she was finally able to publish a
book of her poetry, which raised £1,500 for charity.

Abi Corney, Head of Legacies

Friend Joy Potter said: “Brenda was a very inspirational at Guide Dogs, said: “Nearly
lady and touched the hearts of those who had the two out of every three guide
pleasure of knowing her. She also understood how difficult dogs are made possible by gifts
it must have been for anyone to lose their sight. in Wills from kind people like

Brenda. Gifts in Wills help to
fund our life-changing services,
enabling people with sight loss
to live the life they choose.”

“In Canon Walmsley’s memory, leaving a gift to Guide
Dogs gave Brenda great pleasure knowing that it would
help lots of other people have a guide dog by their side.
Her memory lives on.”
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Lilian Greenwood MP with

Penny and Questa.

Gus Campbell photography

On the trail to stop access refusals

The Campaigns team has been speaking to
politicians at many of the major party political
conferences all over the UK this Autumn

about how we can tackle guide dog access
refusals and make our streets more accessible.
An access refusal is when a guide or other
assistance dog owner is denied a service, or
entry to a business/other place where the

public is usually welcomed, because of their dog.

Joined by volunteers, we created opportunities
to talk to hundreds of Members of Parliament,
Members of the Scottish Parliament, Members
of the Welsh Senedd, and Northern Ireland
Assembly Members, as well as local councillors
and many others about how they can help.

At the Labour and Conservative party
conferences, the team held an interactive
Open Doors quiz on access refusals. The
questions and answers illustrated how
distressing and frustrating refusals are,
as well as highlighting the most common
types of refusals.

Staff and volunteer guide dog owners spoke
about the refusals they had experienced and
the impact of these on their lives, as well as
the importance of tackling refusals.

Minicab and taxi drivers continue to be one of
the most common sources of refusals, despite
it being a criminal offence to turn away a
working assistance dog unless the driver has
a valid medical exemption certificate.

Guide Dogs is calling for compulsory disability
equality training for all minicab and taxi
drivers as part of the licensing process

to help prevent refusals from happening.
Drivers would learn about the essential role
guide and other assistance dogs play, and the
legal rights of their owners, as well as how
they can best assist disabled passengers.

The team were especially grateful to

the volunteers who joined us across the
conferences to share their experiences, and
make sure these issues are at the top of the
agenda for politicians all over the UK.

Guide Dogs launches Designing for Inclusion report

In the last edition of Forward, we mentioned
that Guide Dogs had partnered with
University College London (UCL) on

new research to better understand the
accessibility challenges of certain bus

stop designs and pavements for vision

impaired and other disabled people.
The research is now complete and

the report, including Guide Dogs’
recommendations outlining what action
needs to be taken, can be found at
TinyURL.com/DesigningForInclusion.

Forward Autumn/Winter 2024 11
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Guide Dogs

in the Media

Look what Taylor made us do!

In August, we gave a litter of 11 guide dog pups  Standard, as well as in the Daily Mirror’s live
special names inspired by Taylor Swift songs coverage of Taylor’s concerts at Wembley
and lyrics, celebrating the return of the pop Stadium in London.

star’s record-breaking Eras tour to the UK
and encouraging Swifties to volunteer for us.

Our adorable pictures of pups Betty, August,
Inez, Marjorie, Clara, Tim, Peter, Archer, Red,
James and London appeared in multiple print
and online titles including the Daily Express,

the Daily Star, The Scotsman and the Evening

Guide dog pups are in our good books

We hosted a special reading session at the the Evening Standard’s Best Pictures of the
iconic British Library in London, where some Day from Around the World section, on BBC
of our young service users read to guide News online, in children’s weekly publications
dogs in training. We released adorable The Week Junior and First News, and in
photos of the reading session alongside new regional titles the Yorkshire Post and The
research, which found just 60% of children [Plymouth] Herald.

with sight loss said they enjoyed reading
compared to 78% of sighted children. Some
72% of the children we surveyed agreed that
reading to a dog would help their confidence,
so we happily obliged!

The children read books made by
CustomEyes, our service producing tailor-
made tomes adapted for each child’s eye
condition. Photos of the session featured in

Life's a beach if you follow our canine tips

With the annual re-opening of the UK’s beaches to
dogs on 1 October, we issued advice to the public on
how to keep their four-legged friends safe on coastal gy i
adventures. Alongside top tips from our veterinary m
surgeon, Dr Caroline Goulton BVetMed (Hons), we d
included eye-catching photos of guide dog puppies
playing on West Wittering beach in West Sussex, which

featured in The Times and the Evening Standard’s Best m,‘“ y
Pictures of the Day from Around the World section. 2
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Star News

A blossoming relationship with
Mr Titchmarsh

There's a new member of the Love Your Weekend with Alan
Titchmarsh family - a retriever/Labrador cross guide dog
puppy called Titch. Titch's first appearance on the show was on
Sunday 6 October, coinciding with our month-long Guide Dogs
Puppy Appeal. Alan was thrilled with his little puppy namesake,
and is looking forward to seeing how Titch progresses with his
training over the coming months. You can see Titch on Sunday
mornings on ITV1.

Faldo was everyone’s cup of ‘tee’

Celebrities were out in force to meet puppy Faldo at the Betfred
British Masters at The Belfry in August. Host Sir Nick Faldo IS
chose Guide Dogs as the tournament’s official charity partner 8 U M'.-.?quERS i
and so we named black Labrador puppy Faldo in his honour. R e T T 7 awo
Faldo attended a press conference with Sir Nick, and met
celebrity golfers including Strictly Come Dancing judge Anton
Du Beke and TV presenter and former swimmer Mark Foster at
the pro-am day.

Guide Dogs’ pro-am team comprised Boyzone's Keith Duffy,
Westlife’'s Brian McFadden, Liverpool football legend Robbie
Fowler, and professional golfer Harry Hall, who were cheered on
by guide dogs in training positioned all around the course.

Wendi gets Guide Dogs in on the Act

Over the Summer and into the Autumn, Guide Dogs Ambassador
Wendi Peters played Mother Superior in an award-winning
production of Sister Act the Musical that has toured theatres
around the UK. Wendi invited Guide Dogs volunteers and puppies
in training into theatres to hold bucket collections, and she also
spoke to audiences about Guide Dogs at the curtain call to
encourage donations.

Collections at performances in Bournemouth, Northampton,
Darlington, Nottingham, Swansea and Liverpool have raised an
incredible £24,122. Wendi said: “The cast had a wonderful time
meeting the dogs and volunteers. Being a dog owner myself, I know
the huge benefits dogs can bring to people’s lives. I'm proud to have £
been an ambassador for Guide Dogs since 2012 and in that time, :
I've seen how these extraordinary animals can transform lives.”
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100%

of profits go to
Guide Dogs

Joyful gifts
for everyone

Full of inspiring gift ideas

for friends, family — and of
course dogs! — our shop also
stocks festive favourites such
as beautiful decorations,
yummy food and exclusive

Christmas cards, wrap and
2025 calendars.

Ordering online is easy at the Guide
Dogs Shop and saves us money. You
can also order by phone on 0345
143 0197, with lines open Monday to
Friday, 9am-8pm.

For guaranteed Christmas delivery,
the last date for orders to reach us
is Friday 20 December.

guidedogsshop.com

The Guide Dogs Shop © The Guide Dogs for the Blind
Association (Trading Company) Limited, a company
registered in England and Wales (1596945). Trading
in support of Guide Dogs, a charity registered in
England and Wales (209617), Scotland (SC038979)
and Isle of Man (1334).
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International collaborations -

stronger together

Did you know that Guide Dogs
is the largest assistance dog
organisation in the world? We
are also a founding member

of the International Guide

Dog Federation (IGDF), which
currently has 99 members

in 33 countries, supporting
19,500 guide dog partnerships.

The IGDF sets the global standards and
assesses organisations against these
standards. By working with them we are
connecting with organisations that share our
professional standards and commitment to
dog welfare, training and client services.

Our breeding programme has a long history
of collaborating internationally. We recently
provided two dogs to Croatia and another to
Japan - meanwhile, yellow Labrador Bertil
came from Finland to join our own breeding
programme. We also received frozen semen
from stud dogs in France and the USA,

protecting the genetic health of our own dogs,

and those of our international partners.

The global pandemic caused a shortage

of dogs entering training, so we worked
internationally, receiving eight adult dogs
from Finland, three from Sweden, and four
from the USA, among others. Some of these
dogs were at an age to enter training, whilst
others were partly or even fully trained, and
most of these dogs are now in partnerships
with our own service users.

John Garrett from Leamington Spa has
recently been partnered with yellow
Labrador Enzo, from Sweden. John said:
“Enzo is an absolute star; I love him to bits,

and he is a great worker! I have established
contact with his trainer and puppy raiser

in Sweden and hope to stay in touch. After
nearly two years without a dog, it is great to
be mobile again and in a more efficient way
than using a long cane.”

Amit Patel from London has recently been
partnered with black Labrador retriever
Quark, who was trained by Irish Guide
Dogs for the Blind. Amit said: “I was slightly
nervous about getting my second guide
dog, but Quark is the perfect partner for
me and adored by my entire family. Going
out to Ireland to train with him in his home
environment really helped to cement our
bond - overall it was a great experience,
and I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend being
partnered with a dog from abroad.”

These recent partnerships highlight the
importance of belonging to the IGDF
community. We are hugely grateful for the
support we have received from our friends
and colleagues around the world.

Forward Autumn/Winter 2024 15



Born to guide - but
then called to do
something else!

Guide dog owners put a huge amount of trust in their dogs to get them out and
about safely. This means our dogs need to be trained to a very high standard.
While most go on to be life-changing guide dogs, some just aren’t cut out for this
role. They're still incredible dogs, but if guiding or becoming a buddy dog isn’t
right for them, then they’ll come under the care of our dedicated rehoming team.

We caught up with Rehoming Supervisor
Daniella Kennedy, who explained: “We're
looking for two types of home for the dogs

we look after - firstly, forever homes for our
guide dogs when they reach retirement, and
secondly, homes for younger dogs who've been
withdrawn from our training programme.”

Our rehoming team are passionate about
finding the right home for our dogs. They
know their full history, including their

health, temperament, likes and dislikes.
Daniella added: “Some dogs have health or
behavioural needs that have prevented them
completing their training. They can be trickier
to rehome but it's the best feeling when you
find the right match for your dog and you
know they’re going to fit right in.”

Image, from left: Jane,
Cody, Rebus and Tan.

; "‘J‘an \||,
.rnl'b.“',a’t"mm...r

Cody was an excitable young dog who needed
new owners with the time, patience and
experience to help him learn new behaviours
and channel his energy. When Ian and Jane,
who live in Moray, Scotland, approached us
about rehoming a second dog, we knew they
could give Cody structure, and understood he'd
always need a way of letting off steam.

Fortunately they attend training sessions at
Canine Hoopers, an agility sport using hoops,
tunnels and barrels that's proved perfect for
Cody. Jane said: “Hoopers is great for building
a bond. You can see the joy on Cody’s face when
he gets it right and he gets his reward. It won't
happen overnight, and it will take time and
effort, but Cody is getting very good and,

most importantly, we're all having fun!”




Some of our dogs go even further and find
themselves in a new career, helping people

in a different way. Energetic Labrador Kai is
one such dog. Kai needs lots of physical and
mental stimulation and was rehomed with Jen
and Craig in rural Scotland when he was 13
months old. He is now training to be a search
and rescue dog.

Optometrist Jen first thought about
rehoming a dog when she was helping one

of her customers with a referral for a guide
dog. After her rehoming application was
successful, Jen spoke to our team and
explained that she and her husband Craig
live on a farm, are very active, and that Craig
is involved with mountain rescue.

“They said they already had a dog in mind for
us,” said Jen, and following their home check,
they met Kai for the first time and took him
home on the same day.

Jen added: “Kai is the nicest-natured dog, but
he's quite full on. Because we have so much
outdoor space, he can run and play as much
as he likes. We also have a big horse arena
where Kai and our other dog love to play
together. He's a totally different dog now, he’s
so relaxed.”

After a couple of months Craig took Kai to his
first search and rescue training session to
see how he got on.

“Kai just took to it, he really loved it. He's a
physically fit dog, but he also needs to be
learning and focused. He enjoys it and it’s one
of the only things that will tire him out!”

Kai passed the initial assessments with flying
colours and his training now takes him all
over Scotland, doing practice searches of
different difficulties. “We're so proud of him,”
added Jen.

It's homes for dogs such as Cody and Kai
that are often harder for our rehoming team
to find. Daniella points out: “We're lucky to
receive lots of great rehoming applications
but most people are looking for a ‘perfect’
well-behaved older dog that's relatively easy
to look after.

Kai in
action and
in uniform

Who we'd really love to hear
from are people with the time,
patience and commitment to
take on a dog that might have
behaviours that need to be
worked on, or a health condition
that requires long-term
management - we can provide
tailored advice and support
to help manage any additional
needs the dog may have.

“In particular, we're looking for experienced
dog owners or those who can offer an active
lifestyle for some of our very energetic dogs!
It won’t always be easy but if you're prepared
to put the time and effort in, rehoming a dog
like this can be highly rewarding.”

To find out more about applying to rehome one of our dogs, visit guidedogs.org.uk/rehoming.
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Volunteering for Guide Dogs -

by royal appointment

Earlier this year, three of our
wonderful volunteers attended

His Majesty’s Garden Party at

the Palace of Holyroodhouse,
Edinburgh. The Duke and Duchess of
Edinburgh invited three volunteers
and their guests to represent Guide
Dogs: Catriona Rose, Jim Grundison
and Pauline Duff were nominated to
attend by their volunteer managers.
Read on to hear their stories,

learn more about how volunteers
make everything we do possible,
and find out how you can join our
volunteering community.

Jim Grundison

You may recognise Jim from the Spring/Summer
2024 edition of Forward - as one of our Collection
Box Repairers, he has refurbished more than

140 life-sized collection dog boxes at his home
workshop in Livingston, Scotland. Since joining the
Guide Dogs volunteer community eight years ago,
Jim and his family have also boarded 44 dogs — and
he was unexpectedly reunited with one at the royal
garden party, in attendance with her owner! Along
with his wife Mary and son Stephen, Jim is also a
regular at local fundraising events in West Lothian
and West Fife — and is particularly popular when he
brings along a puppy or dog in training.

Fundraising is vital to Guide Dogs. In 2023 we created 469 new guide dog partnerships and
supported a total of 3,478 partnerships, and we rely on donations to make our life-changing
work possible. Last year our groups and community fundraising team raised over £7.1million and
we couldn’t have done it without volunteers like Jim — not only volunteering as a fundraiser, but
restoring the old, tired collection boxes which raise awareness of, and funds for, the work we do.

If you would like to find out more about joining one of our fundraising groups, hosting your own
event or taking on a sponsored challenge, visit tinyurl.com/GuideDogsFundraisingGroups.
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Catriona Rose

Puppy Raiser Catriona has been volunteering for Guide Dogs for 15
years. It all began when her eight-year-old son wanted a dog, but
Catriona wasn’t sure... Some 17 puppies later, she is still puppy raising
and currently taking care of Flossie, a black German shepherd. Until
recently Catriona also supported her Puppy Development Advisor by
organising puppy fostering in her area, as well as providing support
and advice to new puppy raisers as a mentor.

Puppy raisers like Catriona provide a loving home for a future life-

Volunteering for Guide Dogs

changer for around a year, before they enter their formal guide

dog training.

Catriona said: “A few of my favourite moments volunteering with
Guide Dogs have been the arrival of my first pup, raising puppies
who went on to become guide dog mums and then raising their
puppies, fostering pups I have raised when their guide dog owner
goes on holiday... And being invited to the royal garden party was

also a highlight!”

For more information about puppy raising, visit guidedogs.org.uk/puppyraising.

Pauline Duff

Many volunteers tell us that volunteering for
Guide Dogs is addictive - they start with one
role and before they know it, they are taking
on more and more. But not many volunteers
do as much as Pauline - she is a Treasurer,
Collection Box Coordinator, Fundraiser,
Speaker, Speaker Trainer, Driver, Puppy
Raiser and Puppy Fosterer. In between all
this, she even finds time to make and sell

her legendary tablet (a crumbly Scottish
confectionery) at fundraising events — all while
raising beautiful puppy Piper.

Pauline said: “It was a real pleasure to be
nominated and invited to the royal garden
party at Holyrood Palace this year. I was
accompanied by Fiona McDermid who, along
with myself, volunteers with Guide Dogs’
Southside group. It was such a special day
getting the chance to dress up in all our finery
and meet so many other volunteers from such
a wide range of organisations.

If you are an existing volunteer who would like
to follow in Pauline’s footsteps and try a new
role (or twol), contact the Volunteering Office
via volunteer@guidedogs.org.uk or 0345 143
0191 and we will help find the right role for you.

We got to see the King
and Queen as well as
the Duke and Duchess
of Edinburgh. It was so
well organised and the
tea and cakes were, as
expected, gorgeous.
Thank you
Guide Dogs
for giving
me the
opportunity
to attend.
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Meet Dom
and Hetty -

our 400th buddy
dog partnership!

This year we celebrated our
400th buddy dog partnership,
which saw two-year-old golden
retriever Hetty matched with
Dom, who lives with his family

in Luton, Bedfordshire.

Our buddy dog service was first introduced in
2011 and brings a friendly, well-behaved dog
into the life of a child or young person with

a vision impairment. More than a pet, buddy
dogs can help children learn new skills, have
huge wellbeing benefits and, in some cases,
prepare them for guide dog ownership.

Donna, Dom’s mum, said: “I didn't want to get
my hopes up that a dog would bring about
changes in Dom but Hetty’s made such a
difference. She’s been brilliant. She settled in

straight away and is such a calm and gentle dog.

“Dom’s connections with the world are limited
but he’s much more animated when Hetty's
around. When she barks, he'll laugh a real
big belly laugh. He enjoys watching her in

the garden, and when she rests her chin on
his knee, he’ll touch her fur once he realises
she’s there. They're little connections but for
us they’re enormous.

“Hetty comes everywhere with us and trots
along next to Dom in his wheelchair. We go
to the park, the café and have taken her on
holiday. Dom’s very social and we've also found
that more people come up to talk to us when
Hetty's there, which is great for Dom.”

Before becoming a buddy dog, Hetty was
training to be a guide dog in London but
kept on stopping on walks, both in and out of
harness. She was therefore given a career
change because life as a guide dog wasn't
quite right for her, as is the case with all our

buddy dogs.

Dom and his family first met Hetty at a Buddy
Dogs Experience Session at our South East
Regional Centre in Redbridge, near London,
and immediately fell in love with her.

Donna added: “After hearing about the buddy
dog service from a friend, I decided to look
into it and I'm so glad we did. We couldn’t
have asked for a better dog.

Hetty's impacted us all in one
way or another. She came
along at just the right time.

You can find out more about our buddy dog service at guidedogs.org.uk/buddydogs.
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She’s the
kindest dog
in the world

Freya and Gwen'’s story

Before being partnered with buddy dog Gwen, 11-year-old Freya
felt worried whenever she was alone in a room at home. Gwen'’s
kind, calm and protective nature has made her the perfect
companion for Freya, boosting her confidence with unconditional
love, and bringing joy to her whole family.
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Freya and Gwen'’s story

Gwen was partnered with Freya, who has
the sight conditions nystagmus and ocular
albinism, and her family three years ago.

The golden retriever had completed all her
training to become a guide dog, but when the
time came for her to guide someone with sight
loss, the responsibility was too much and she
started coming to a stop for no reason while
in harness. Instead, her trainers knew she
had all the qualities to be a wonderful buddy
dog for a child with a vision impairment.

“Freya used to get very worried about being
in a space on her own at home,” said Laura,
Freya’'s mum. “She loves animals so we
wanted to get a dog who could provide calm
and reassurance. I was researching breeds
for therapy dogs when I read about buddy
dogs on the Guide Dogs website, and just
knew they would be perfect for us.

“As Freya is getting older, things can be quite
tough some days. She can feel like she’s
different and she can get very tired from
being in a mainstream school. But Gwen has
a really calming, positive effect on her when
she comes home. To stroke Gwen makes
things feel better.”

22 Forward Autumn/Winter 2024

Freya said:

Gwen has definitely helped
with my confidence a lot.
When she’s around me I
always feel really safe and
it's like I get a power boost.

“I help to feed Gwen. I help to take her for
walks. I brush her. I weigh out her food in the
morning. I give her a licky mat and snuffle
mat. I like playing games with her.”

Laura added: “Now Freya is the first to come
downstairs in the morning so she can get an
early morning snuggle. Gwen has given her
that extra confidence and unconditional love
as well, she's been such a positive influence.

“Gwen’s behaviour is amazing. She came

to us with incredible training and she’s so
responsive when we use the same commands
that she learnt in her guide dog training. So
many people comment on what an amazingly
well-behaved dog she is. And that helps with
Freya and her vision, because when we're
out and we need to keep an extra eye out

to support Freyaq, it helps that Gwen is so
sensible on the lead.”

It hasn’t always been this easy. When Gwen
first joined the family, she needed some extra
time to settle in and build her confidence. “For
the first few weeks, Gwen wouldn’t go for a
walk. She would plant herself on our driveway
and we couldn’t move her,” said Laura.

“The buddy dog team from Guide Dogs
really supported us. They arranged for one
of the guide dog trainers to come out, who
gave us some extra help and reminded us
that it was a big change for her. They gave
us reassurance that Gwen was just getting
to know us, and we needed to get to know
her, and within a month it all clicked and was
brilliant. She was then happy to go for walks
and loving life. It really helped to have that
extra support and we knew we could phone
the buddy dog team and they would be there.



“The bond that Gwen has with Freya and

her little sister Ella is so strong now. Gwen

is really caring and protective of them. If
Freya is upset Gwen will be right there, she
really picks up on emotions. If Freya’s had a
bad day, Gwen'’s head will be on her lap. She’s
always looking out for both girls, making sure
they're OK.”

Illustrating just how strong their bond is,
Freya and Ella have raised money for Guide
Dogs to say thank you for Gwen. They baked
some dog-friendly biscuits which they sold
outside their home and raised £130.

Freya’s school also got in on the act, raising

money for Guide Dogs and making the whole
school year all about Guide Dogs. They had

a volunteer speaker come into school with a

guide dog puppy. This made Freya feel very

proud and helped opened up conversations

about vision impairment.

Guide Dogs has helped Freya in other ways
too. Our Education Support team has given
advice on what support is available in school.
For example, now Freya uses a laptop which
projects an image of the white board at the
front of the classroom onto her screen.

Freya and Gwen'’s story

Laura said: “Freya gets most of her books
through Guide Dogs’ CustomEyes Books. She
has a reading passport every term and she
likes the paper copy rather than anything
else, so we use CustomEyes a lot.”

Laura added: “We really can’t thank
Guide Dogs enough for providing us with
Gwen, she’s just amazing. She has heaps of
personality and she’s so well-behaved and
loving, she's a joy to be around.”

Freya said: “A buddy dog is different from any
other dog, they're like normal dogs, but they
just care and they have such a big heart.

Gwen is kind and funny.
She’s just always so
happy. She’s like the
shadow of me. I wouldn't
really want any other
dog than Gwen. She’s the
kindest dog in the world.




Karate Union

masters the art

of fundraising
for Guide Dogs

Karate Union of Great Britain (KUGB)
has been raising funds for Guide Dogs

over the past 18 months after choosing
us as their charity partner. Clubs across

the country have collectively raised
£3,500 and are naming a guide dog
puppy Brennan after former KUGB
Chairman, Sensei Frank Brennan.

When it came to choosing a charity to
support, KUGB were inspired by two of their
members who are vision impaired. Sensei
Dylan, who has been a driving force behind
their fundraising, began his sight loss journey
two years ago after he started to experience
slightly blurry vision in one eye.

He said: “Assuming I just needed glasses, I
had an appointment with the optician, who
sent me to the eye hospital for further testing.
I was diagnosed with Leber’s Hereditary
Optic Neuropathy in September 2022. My
eyesight continued to deteriorate, and I

was registered severely sight impaired two
months later at the age of 25.

“Prior to losing my sight, I led a busy life,
working full-time and running a Karate club

together with my sister Gemma in the evenings.

I immediately knew that I did not want my sight
loss to stop me from doing everything that I
was already doing. Gemma and I were able to
work out a new teaching arrangement for the
Karate club and use each other’s strengths

to make sure my sight loss is not affecting the
quality of teaching at the club.

Guide Dogs volunteer Moira and i
ambassador dog Maisie with Gemma

and Dylan at their ‘Karate on the
Beach’ event in Blyth, Northumberland.

This year, I celebrated 20 years

of KUGB membership, and still
travel across the country most
weekends for training events

and to volunteer as an official at
competitions. I am now the Mental
Health and Disability Officer for the
organisation, and my contribution
to the community following my sight
loss was recognised in a special
award from the High Sheriff of
Northumberland earlier this year.

The inspiring stories of Dylan and fellow KUGB
member and guide dog owner Mark have

led the organisation to arrange a variety of
fundraising events, from Karate competitions
up and down the country, to donning
Halloween costumes, raffles and a guess the
name of the Easter bunny competition.

To find out more about naming a guide dog puppy, visit guidedogs.org.uk/NAP.
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Dedicate a star this
Christmas in memory

of a loved one

As Christmas approaches, we'd like to send Forward
readers our very best wishes and hope that you can
enjoy the festivities with all those who are special in your
life. Christmas can also be a time when our thoughts turn
to those who are no longer with us. It can be especially
poignant to share those memories and honour what was
important to our loved ones at this time of year.

That's why every Christmas, we run a very special campaign
where a star can be dedicated to the memory of a loved
family member, friend or pet. Those who dedicate a
star can take comfort in knowing their loved one'’s
memory will live on through our work, helping
people with sight loss to live the life they choose.
Last year’s Guiding Stars helped to name a very
special chocolate Labrador puppy, Robin, who is
now training with his puppy raiser but has also
been identified as a potential breeding dog.

Our Guiding Stars pack includes two stars -
one to keep and one to post back to Guide
Dogs to be displayed on a Christmas tree at
one of our regional training centres. It’s also
possible to take a photo of your star with

its message to put on our online dedication
page at guidedogs.org.uk/guidingstars.

Thanks to the beautiful stars we receive, and the
kind donations included with them, we can continue
to transform the lives of people living with sight loss.

To find out more, call 0800 953 0113
or visit guidedogs.org.uk/guidingstars.
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Dear supporters,

I'm delighted to be writing this, my first ever greeting in Forward magazine.
I joined Guide Dogs over the Summer and am loving learning all about our
life-changing work.

One thing that'’s struck me is just how incredibly dedicated our fundraisers
are, whether you're travelling to other countries to raise money for Guide
Dogs, like Bob Colclough, or you're co-ordinating more than 100 fundraisers,
like Dr Elizabeth Marsden! A big thank you to each and every one of you.

I want to wish you a very merry Christmas, and a peaceful new year.

Terry McGrath

Chief Marketing & Fundraising Officer

» Bob Colclough cycled down the Atlantic coast of America
in May, starting in Boston, Massachusetts, and ending more
than 1,700 miles later in Miami, Florida. Bob, from Leigh in
Staffordshire, is a cycling fundraiser veteran, previously
completing numerous adventures across the world for
various charities. He raised money for Guide Dogs because
he and wife Karen rehomed retired guide dogs Hattie and
Grace, and Bob is also a volunteer driver and fundraiser.
Bob raised £3,000 and has decided to name a guide dog
puppy Nora, after his late mother.

& e

ob aﬁh Nrfh Carolina stote line

<« Ian West raised more than £3,000 by walking from
Nottingham to the south coast of Portugal. Ian's six-week
feat didn’t even stop on the ferry from Portsmouth to
Santander, as he got permission from the captain to
complete 12 hours of walking whilst onboard. Ian, who
turned 70 this year, said: “My brother is going blind and has
been diagnosed with macular degeneration. Once I found
out about his sight problems, I knew Guide Dogs would be
the charity I wanted to support forever - that’s my world
now.” Ian hopes to name a guide dog puppy Neptune.

Tow ot the stort of his walk |
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» A huge well done and thank you to 83-year-old Maureen,
who walked up Holcombe Hill near Bury in Greater
Manchester to raise £620 for Guide Dogs. Maureen lives in
nearby Lavender Hills Care Home, and she was supported
by the staff to complete her challenge. Guide Dogs is a
charity close to her heart as her mum had three guide dogs,
which Maureen said changed her mum'’s life.

Maureen of the Northwest
i e
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Colin and Ryan

» St Bridget’s CofE Primary School had great success with a
coffee afternoon, raising £239.65 through cake sales and
donations. This is an amazing total for such a small rural
school near Cockermouth, Cumbria. The children had chosen
Guide Dogs as their annual charity after a visit from Andrew
Curtis and his guide dog Rose, with volunteer speaker
Margaret Woodward. They had created striking artwork
displays on the theme of guide dogs for parents to admire -
and all the guide dog-shaped biscuits vanished.

Penn Pacers

P Staff, pupils and parents at Bosmere Junior School in
Havant, Hampshire, have named a seventh guide dog puppy
Junior, a yellow Labrador/golden retriever cross, through
Guide Dogs’ Name a Puppy scheme. Staff and pupils had lots
of fun organising a variety of fundraising events including a
sensory trail, cake sale and playground activities such as
pin-the-tail-on-the-dog and guess the number of dog treats in
the jar, managing to raise more than £7,000 in just one week!

Thank You to our Supporters

<« Cardiff guide dog owner Ryan Moreland made history as the
first guided vision-impaired runner to take part in the Roman
Run from Brecon to Merthyr in South Wales. He completed the
16-mile multi-terrain challenge in just over three hours 35
minutes with his guide runner, Colin Johnson, and raised £556
for Guide Dogs. The race featured challenging ascents and
cross-country sections before the runners rejoined the road at
the Upper Neuadd Reservoir, finishing at Cyfarthfa Castle. Ryan
said: “It was a tough race but I was very happy with my time. The
last three miles were the hardest, particularly the final mile
going uphill, but the cheering saw me to the finish.”

Pupils ot St Bridget’s

<« Penn Pacers running group raised £24,000 for Guide
Dogs. Group founder and organiser Jo delivers all runs
and training sessions for free and instead asks members to
donate or fundraise for Guide Dogs. As well as settingup a
Just Giving page, the group have organised a range of
fundraising activities around running events and raised
sponsorship by taking part in 10Ks and relays. The group
have named six guide dog puppies, with their most recent
puppy, Andy, named in memory of a dear runner friend.

Junior
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Thank You to our Supporters

<« Staff at the Halifax branch in Belfast raised £10,000 by
organising a five-a-side football competition, a Christmas
fundraiser and a street collection as well as a variety of
office-based fundraising events. Some colleagues took part
in the Belfast City Marathon, and the team also got involved
by volunteering at locally held events and shows. Staff
named a guide dog puppy Watson, a black golden retriever/
Labrador cross, as a result of their incredible fundraising.

Puppy Watson

» More than 100 guide dog owners, Guide Dogs
volunteers and staff, plus their friends and family, took
part in a series of fundraising skydives over the Summer
and Autumn. Organised by Dr Elizabeth Marsden, who
called her campaign ‘Blind Panic’, together skydivers from
across the UK have raised more than £38,000.

Former PE teacher Elizabeth, from Prestwick in Ayrshire, m e

has a guide dog called Ivan and was inspired to raise Elizobeth skydv 9;;____— -
money by her own sight loss journey, having been diagnosed —

with glaucoma aged 35. Elizabeth employed her PE training to organise fundraisers into
geographical areas, then contacted a skydive centre within each before handing the reins
over to the area’s fundraising team leader to make arrangements.

Elizabeth said: “Once I realised we were getting applications from all over the country and
large numbers were involved, my PE training kicked in. PE teachers, when faced with large
numbers of people, organise them into teams and make sure each team has a captain.”

There have been skydives in Swansea in South Wales, Honiton in Devon, Brackley in
Northamptonshire, Lancaster in Lancashire, Nottingham, Ashford in Kent, Old Sarum in
Salisbury, at Fife Airport in Glenrothes and at Shotton Colliery in Durham.

Elizabeth travelled to Kent for her own skydive. She added: “I do not have the words to
describe the experience, except to say it was truly amazing. We were extremely high with
views of London, Essex, and even France. What's not to love?”

<« Michelle Moss spent seven and a half hours swimming the
length of Lake Windermere, Cumbria, raising nearly £2,000
for Guide Dogs in memory of her late father, Keith Fairhurst.
Keith and wife Rose were popular members of the
Pembrokeshire group and helped with the weekly
Saundersfoot Harbour stall, come rain or shine. Michelle
said: “It wasn’t just standing on a stall, it was meeting people,
the social side. There would always be a hot chocolate and a
piece of cake involved as welll They made so many friends
and were made to feel so welcome from day one.”

Michelle ready to swim
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A Day in the Life Of...
Andrea Davies,

Specialist Education
Support Officer

For the parents of children with a vision

impairment, navigating the education system can
be challenging. Andrea Davies is one of our small
team of expert Specialist Education Support
Officers, dedicated to assisting families at every
stage of their child’s education, from starting
school right through to college and university.

“It's the interactions with
families that I love,”

explained Andrea. “They get in touch with

us for information and advice, often at times
when they’re feeling confused or worried
about how best to help their child.”

Support can range from, but is not restricted
to, empowering parents about what rights and
entitlements their child has, help with accessing
specialist support in school and liaising with

key professionals, completing complicated
paperwork and deciphering jargon.

Andrea said: “In conversations with parents,
seemingly straightforward matters can lead
to unexpected paths. It’s crucial to have a
deep understanding of the education system
and available services, as the landscape can
vary significantly.”

These discussions often unfold over days or
weeks, involving collaboration with education
professionals, local authorities, and other
third-sector specialised sight loss charities
where appropriate, to provide families with
personalised recommendations.

“It's a role that allows for creativity and
has a profound impact,” reflected Andrea.
“For instance, I worked with a university
student facing challenges due to her vision
impairment. By working closely with the
university to implement additional support
measures, she was able to remain on her
course and ultimately graduated with a
first-class honours degree.”

Andrea started her career as a primary
school teacher and then trained as a
Qualified Teacher of Children and Young
People with Vision Impairment (QTVI),
working for a local authority in a variety of
settings. She joined the education team at
Guide Dogs ten years ago.

“Having worked as a mainstream classroom
teacher, then directly with children with
SEND (Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities), specifically a vision impairment,
and now families, it's broadened my
experience and given me the full picture of
services for children,” she said. “We're truly
privileged to do this role and be part of
people’s journey.”

For more information about our education support service, visit guidedogs.org.uk/education.
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Congratulations
to our new
partnerships

New partnerships are listed by community team. Each listing details
owner, guide dog, town, breed, Puppy Raiser, Breeding Dog Holder
and Fosterer. Warm congratulations to all our new qualifiers.

Please note that this section only includes the new guide dog owners (and
volunteers involved in creating each partnership) who have given us permission
to share their details.
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Academy Team
Midlands & East

Hannah Burgess & Morris
GRxGR Jenny Stevenson
from Nottingham * Sarah
Jones from Rugby. Mr
Mark Edwards from
Warwick. Mrs Jennifer
Watson from Coventry.

Irene Cooper & Layna
GRxL Sarah Hemming from
Solihull * Linda Fothergill
from Solihull. Mr Greg
Butler from Banbury. Miss
Jodie Minter from Ilkeston.

Keshavlal Daya & Fletch
LxGR Margaret Tasker
from Rugby * Suzanne
Polton from Rugby.

Ms Gillian Orno from
Leamington Spa.

Frank Gilbert & Nala L
Catherine Hobbins from
Bedworth * Paula Hendrick
from Telford. Mrs Tricia
Collier from Warwick.

Ms Eloise Morrison

from Nottingham.

Simon Richards & Oakley

L Linda Taylor from
Newark * Margaret Lyson-
Marshall from Southam.

Academy Team
North East

Laura Shinners & Kimmy
GRxL Gill Lamont from
Leeds, Eric Purcell from
Doncaster * Annette Rand
from Rugby. Mr Michael
Rudge from Solihull.

Mr Eric Purcell from
Doncaster. Mrs Sophie
Loughran from Leeds.

Academy Team
North West

Mark Atherton & Reb

L Aimee Marsh from
Oldbury * Phillippa Dobson
from Solihull. Dr Sue
Taylor from Bolton.

Andrea Barker-Hall &
Deacon GRxL Lynne Cooke
from Darlington * Jack
Visser from Redditch. Mrs
Fiona Fuller from Leigh.
Miss Kirsten Mackay

from Shrewsbury.

Janet Bennett & Lulu L
Jane Watkins from Leek

* Miss Lisa O’Brien from
Shrewsbury. Miss Kirsten
Mackay from Shrewsbury.

Kevin Betteridge & Jenks

L Kathryn Bayliss from
Walsall * Mr Ian Crewe
from Nuneaton. Mrs Anna
Fletcher from Shrewsbury.

Sarah Bowden & Ronnie
GRxGSD Stacey Crampton
from Chelmsford * Helen
Evans from Redditch. Mr
Paul Black from Solihull.
Ms Deborah Roberts
from Manchester.

Marie Brookfield &
Mason L Ruth Franco
from Southport, Jane
Griffiths from Southport.

Janice Burton & Peggy
GRxL Linda Stonley from
Birkenhead * Glynis Nixon
from Warwick. Mrs Helen
Myers from Shrewsbury.

Victoria Compton &
Campbell GRxL Janet
Johnson Chang from
Redditch * Caroline
Windrum from Southam.
Mrs Sarah Byrne

from Banbury. Mrs
Nicola Humphries

from Shrewsbury.

Stephen Cooper & Sooty
LxGR Gary Macdonald
from Poulton-le-Fylde *
Mrs Tricia Collier from
Warwick. Dr Ashley Fallon
from Manchester.

Sue Davies & Danny

L Anthony Vick from
Newport * Amy Martin
from Rugby. Mrs Lynn
Richards from Coventry.
Mrs Amy Craddock
from Shrewsbury.

Chelsey Edgington & Ted
LxGR Pete Mitchell from
Wolverhampton * Philip

Maycock from Bromsgrove.

Mrs Barbara Stone

from Kenilworth. Mr Neil
Gudgeon from Manchester.
Dr Rachel Van Duyvenbode
from Shrewsbury.

Kevin Griffiths & Stella
GRxL Suzannah Freeman
from Rugby * Anne Baulch
from Daventry. Mr Michael
Stewart from Lowton.

Charlotte Iddon & Louisa
L Alison Claydon from
Weymouth * Natalie Byrne
from Solihull. Mr David
Crook from Wigan.

Jenny Jones & Earl
GRxL Christine Kemp
from Bebington, Nikki
Harrison from Liverpool
* Karen Gardner from
Milton Keynes. Mrs
Louise Millard from
Lutterworth. Mrs Claire
Wyke from Shrewsbury.

Emily Lamb & Garth GRxGR
Lisa Davenport from
Stockport * Janet Leggett
from Upper Longdon. Mr
John Wood from Bolton.
Mrs Holly Radford-James
from Shrewsbury.

Andrew Laws & Luther
GRxGSD Nicola Northover
from Liverpool *

Tanya Campbell from
Chipping Campden.

Mrs Nicola Northover
from Liverpool. Mr Ian
Hodgson from St Helens.

Tracey Helen Lawson &
Frankie L Lesley Batchelor
from Macclesfield * Gillian
Parsons from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Heather Larkin
from Warrington.

Stacey Lyons & Whispa
from LxGR Jacqui Birch
from Thornton-Cleveleys,
Ann Jolley from Lancaster
* Tracy Jones from
Carterton. Mrs Karen
Bennetto from Wigan.

Wayne Pugh & Liberty

L * Amy Martin from
Rugby. Mrs Lynn Richards
from Coventry. Miss
Kimberley Howarth-
Munro from Manchester.

Les Smith & Sparkle
GRxL Susan Flush
from Wirral, Debbie
Dryden from Liverpool
* Matthew Cherrington
from Kingswinford. Mr
Mark Edwards from
Warwick. Mrs Amanda
Hough from Wigan.

Academy Team
Scotland & NI

Janette Chalmers &
Adam L Anne Peake from

New Partnerships

Forfar * Miss Jessica
Lowe from Birmingham.

Ann Findlay & Rada
GRxL * Annette Rand
from Rugby. Mr Michael
Rudge from Solihull.

Melanie Inness & Zander
GR Christopher Tatham
from Perth * Leigh Court
from Balsall Common.
Mrs Sarah Byrne from
Banbury. Mrs Alison
Millar from Forfar.

Julie-Anne Ogilvie & Rodney
GR Shelagh Davidson from
Burntisland * Mrs Shona
Ferreira from Forfar.

John Riddock & Russell
L Helen Walker from
Prestonpans * Amy
Martin from Rugby. Mrs
Lynn Richards from
Coventry. Mrs Fiona
McCrae from Forfar.

Yvonne Ross & Yalena
STPxL Catherine Craig
from Newtownabbey

* Gail Winnett from
Birmingham. Miss Tracie
Mallaghan from Hamilton.

David Thomas & Ronny
STPxL Anne Clark from
Tayport * Gail Winnett from
Birmingham. Ms Kirsty
Mullen from Hamilton.

William Vaughan & Sweep
LxGR Anne Smyth from
Belfast * Mrs Tricia Collier
from Warwick. Mr John
Gibson from Glasgow.

Christine Walton & Clova
L * Jon Starkey from
Malvern. Miss Jakki
Roger from Forfar.

Academy Team
South East

Janet Bell & Hero L Helen
Darvill from Harlow *
Catherine Atkinson from
Alcester. Mrs Carla Donald
from Reading. Pauline Clark
from Henley-on-Thames.

Jade Keen & Murphy
GRxGR Lynne Fear from
Solihull * Janet Leggett
from Upper Longdon. Miss
Sarah Crisp from Southam.

Teresa Leigh & Winnie
LxGR Anna Adams from
Daventry * Sandra Boden
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New Partnerships

from Rugeley. Mrs Nonie
Toogood from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Karen Rutherford
from Coventry.

Sue Miller & Judy GRxL
Patricia Twite from
Chelmsford * Lisa Hunt
from Stratford-upon-
Avon. Mr Daniel Moore
from Romford. Miss Sarah
Pettitt from Romford.

Sheila Norton-Badrul &
Brian GR Sheila Buttling
from Chelmsford * Leigh
Court from Balsall
Common. Mrs Sarah
Byrne from Banbury.
Mr Kevin Braysher
from Buckhurst Hill.

Lauren Recioy & Reggie
GRxL Zoe Double from
Harwich * Lyn Bushell
from Daventry. Mrs Nicola
Tough from Reading.

Julie Vobe & Margie LxGR
Laura Brown from St.
Albans * Melanie Elkington
from Kenilworth. Mrs Nancy
Leakey from Reading.

Peter Waller & Charlie
STPxL Sharon Hart
from Braintree * Kat
Bray from Swadlincote.
Mrs Linda Landsberg
from Milton Keynes. Ms
Kate Kelly from Ilford.

Academy Team
South West & Wales

Emma Davies & Parsley
GRxL Linda Moore from
Bridport * Paul Bissell from
Bibury. Mrs Louise Millard
from Lutterworth. Miss
Amanda Reed from Cardiff.

Paul Davies & Ronan
LxGR Teresa Fox

from St Columb, Jean
Marshall from St Austell
* Melanie Elkington from
Kenilworth. Miss Cecilia
St Clair from Cardiff.

Kay Haines & Hobson
GRxL * Linda Fothergill
from Solihull. Mr Greg
Butler from Banbury. Mrs
Dawn Foley from Bristol.

Katie Jones & Iris GRxL
Janette Marley from
Liskeard * Linda Fothergill
from Solihull. Mr Greg

Butler from Banbury.
Mr Ian Champness
from Newport.

Joshua O'Connor &

Orchid GRxGSD Sally
Schofield from Shepton
Mallet * Helen Evans from
Redditch. Mr Paul Black
from Solihull. Miss Adrienne
Kingman from Cardiff.

Roy Stone & Quinn L
Joanna Dungar from
Axminster * Emily Turley
from Birmingham. Mr Aled
Scourfield from Bristol.

Belfast

Heather Abernethy & Vale
GRxGSD Catriona Rose
from Edinburgh * Trudy
Evans from Coventry.
Miss Jenni Small from
Forfar. Miss Dominique
Groves from Belfast.

David Clarke & Jazz
GRxGSD * Mrs Sarah
Byrne from Banbury. Mrs
Wendy Milne from Forfar.

Anne Cosgrove & August
LxGR Richard Flanagan
from Belfast * Tracy Jones
from Carterton. Mr Ian
Scott from Kirriemuir.

David McClurg & Patty
L Tracey Johnston from
Livingston, Gary Lyon
from Dundee * Rachel
Atkinson from Coventry.

Cecelia O'Boyle & Wilma
GRxL Dave Webber from
Craigavon * Jack Visser
from Redditch. Mrs Linda
Anderson from Forfar.

Barbara Wilson & June

L Heather Gilmore from
Killinchy * Ian & Irene
Scott from Warwick. Miss
Candice Old from Forfar.

Birmingham

Denise Booth & Meg

LxGR Judith Barrett from
Rugby * Sandra Boden
from Rugeley. Mrs Nonie
Toogood from Leamington
Spa. Miss Jessica Holt
from Leamington Spa.

Tony Corcoran & Sutton
GRxGR Carol Edwards
from Bedworth * Mr Craig

Krom from Leamington Spa.
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Alan Fildes & Freddie

L Richard Baxter from
Swadlincote * Mrs Dulcie
Parry from Rugby.

Miss Lucy Strange

from Warwick.

Keely Hocking & Mac GR
Teresa Morgan from
Nottingham * Mark Dyde
from Malvern. Mr Michael
Rudge from Solihull.

Mrs Jackie McCarry

from Leamington Spa.

Denise Hyde & Dusty L
Sarah Holt from Leicester
* Miss Sarah Sheasby from
Bromsgrove. Mr Dayalan
Clarke from Warwick.

Tracy Lloyd & Harriett
LxGR Elaine Horne from
Northampton, Caroline
Towns from Newmarket
* Susan Griffiths from
Derby. Dr Roselyn Ware
from Leamington Spa.

Jordan Long & Vinny
GRxGR * Lindy Howlett
from Bromyard. Ms Esther
Holmes from Meriden.

Mr Derek Brandist

from Kenilworth.

Samantha Mason & Holly
L Jay Bharat Creagh
from Birmingham * Mr Ian
Crewe from Nuneaton.
Miss Lauren Grainger
from Leamington Spa.

Tom McKenna & Cruz L
Paul Phillips from Hitchin *
Joy Davis from Billesdon.
Miss Sarah Sheasby

from Bromsgrove. Mr
Aaron Hodges from
Leamington Spa.

Zena Meacham & Yukiko
L * Mr Alex Cook from
Leamington Spa.

Gemma Morton & Lucy
LxGR Elisa Jordan from
Cheltenham * Lisa Smith
from Warwick. Mr Hugh
Brown from Coventry. Mrs
Abigail Smyth from Rugby.

Caitlin Parker & Tulip
LxGR Leanne Tidy from
Nottingham, Robert
Johnson from Ilkeston *
Emma O’Halloran from
Kenilworth. Mr Craig Krom
from Leamington Spa.

Ken Parker & Asti GRxGSD
Lucky Lowe from Rugby

* Helen Evans from
Redditch. Mr Paul Black
from Solihull. Mrs Claire
Martindale from Warwick.

Cyril Webb & Rosie GRxL
Gill Weatherall from
Nottingham * Lisa Bird
from Stratford-upon-
Avon. Mr Paul Black from
Solihull. Miss Hannah Finch
from Leamington Spa.

Cheryl White & Bounty
STPxL Patricia Booth
from Lutterworth * Kat
Bray from Swadlincote.
Mrs Linda Landsberg
from Milton Keynes.

Kevin Wise & Franklin
GRxGSD Jennifer
Parker from Warwick,
Rebecca Conquest from
Nottingham * Helen
Evans from Redditch. Mr
Paul Black from Solihull.
Mrs Bopinderijit Dhillon
from Nottingham.

Janice Woodrow & Fennel
L Carole Prior from Rugby
* Alaine Powell from
Birmingham. Dr Oliver
Smith from Leamington
Spa. Mr Christopher
Watts from Warwick.

Bristol

Hollie Baker & Oreo

L Pete Gilbert from
Berkeley * Mary Smith
from Moreton-in-Marsh.
Miss Vicki Morieson from
Bristol. Mrs Pamela
Beable from Clevedon.

David Barber & Finch GR
Bridget Holroyd from Long
Ashton * Jane Huntington
from Stratford-upon-
Avon. Ms Samantha
Chapman from Bristol.

Steven Burge & Lennie L
Zoe May from Westbury
* Suzanna Adey from
Derby. Mrs Dulcie

Parry from Rugby.

James Gibb & Duke L
Tracy Hemmings from
Bognor Regis * Mr
Jeremy Partridge from
Christchurch. Miss Alice
Hall from Bristol.

Tara Holden & Brody
GRxL Elizabeth Macdonald
from Weston-super-



Mare * Mrs Sarah Byrne
from Banbury. Mr Simon
Chapman from Bristol.

Emily Nash & Kelly L
Veronica McWilliams
from Dulas * Miss Jessica
Lowe from Birmingham.

Naomi Roach & Bonnie
GRxL * Fiona Steed from
Worcester. Mr Tom
Hughes-Chamberlain
from Bristol.

Diana Vasilescu & Jowett
L Maggi Elliman from
Dorchester * Pauline
Macpherson from
Stratford-upon-Avon.
Mr Ian Crewe from
Nuneaton. Mrs Helen
Starling from Bristol.

Samuel Willder &
Bryony GRxGSD Shelley
Plenderleith from Lyme
Regis * Lorraine Mellor
from Birmingham.

Mr Paul Black from

Solihull. Mrs Victoria
Conroy from Bristol.

Cardiff

Alice Benham & Ava GR
Janice Boswell from
Corsham * Edmund

Dixon from Market
Harborough. Mrs Melissa
Morgan from Cardiff.

Helen Amy Cant & Cora
LxGR Brenda Follett

from Dorchester * Hayley
Kerfoot from Stourbridge.
Mrs Barbara Stone from
Kenilworth. Mrs Rhian
Murphy from Cardiff.

Darren Gibbs & Amory L
Sylvia Doyle from Ivybridge
* Charlotte Knox-Wright
from Hook. Mrs Barbara
Stone from Kenilworth. Dr
Kay Spooner from Bristol.

Geraint Starr & Una L
Vince Lean from Chard

* Charlotte Knox-Wright
from Hook. Mrs Barbara
Stone from Kenilworth.
Mr Vince Lean from
Chard. Mrs Claire
Rowlands from Cardiff.

Peter Timperley &
Connie GSD Sarah Jayne
Pascall from Gillingham
* Lorna Morgan from
Birmingham. Mr Alex
Smith from Reading.

Coventry

Sasha Archer & Bramble
LxGR Hannah Simpson
from Shrewsbury * Sylvia
Burgess from Buckingham.
Mrs Dulcie Parry from
Rugby. Mrs Clare Topping
from Kenilworth. Miss
Bethany Duck from
Leamington Spa.

Maggie Bowes & Jan

L Dan Cresswell from
Leamington Spa * Phillippa
Dobson from Solihull.

Mrs Heather Meynell
from Leamington Spa.

Jacqueline Elshaw

& Dennis LxGR Joy
Flanagan from Hanley
Swan * Emma O’Halloran
from Kenilworth. Mrs
Anne Cadwallader

from Southam.

New Partnerships

John Garrett & Enzo L -
Enzo is from Sweden. See
page 15 for a feature about
Guide Dogs’ international
collaborations.

Janet Greatwood & Gethyn
GRxL Anna Toms from
Huntingdon * Ms Kamal
Dhesi from Warwick.

Karina Gregory &
Griffin GRxL Sheila
Hemming from Evesham
* Caroline Windrum from
Southam. Mrs Sarah
Byrne from Banbury.
Mrs Janet Du Preez
from Leamington Spa.

Marcia Holder & Shine

L Annette Warrington
from Shenstone * Mr Ian
Crewe from Nuneaton.
Mr Ian Osborne from
Leamington Spa.

Paul Holloway & Bonnie
GRxL Ruth Revis from
Peterborough * Dr Anna
Webb from Kenilworth.
Mrs Alison Evans from
Leamington Spa.




New Partnerships

Ann Hutchins & Monty L
Michael Summers from
Northampton * Paula
Hendrick from Telford.
Mrs Tricia Collier from
Warwick. Mr Andrew
Campbell from Warwick.

Kerry Pearce & Alice
GRxL Adrian Christmas
from Peterborough * Lisa
Hunt from Stratford-
upon-Avon. Ms Nicola
Mills from Warwick.

Aiden Reilly & Jayjay
LxGR Shona Betts from
Rugby * Pamela Nash
from Northampton.

Mr Adam Borley from
Leamington Spa.

Sarah Sealey & Barney
LxGR Leanne Walton from
Bedworth * Susan Griffiths
from Derby. Miss Alexandra
Rotar from Warwick.

David Shearer & Doddsy
L * Emily Turley from
Birmingham. Ms Kamal
Dhesi from Warwick.

Lynn Sparrow & Eartha
LxGR Maria Hirniak from
Leicester * Sandra Boden
from Rugeley. Mrs Nonie

Toogood from Leamington
Spa. Mr Darren Wright
from Leamington Spa.

Jason Willock & Dale
LxGR Anita Kaur from
Birmingham * Suzanne
Polton from Rugby.
Miss Amber Herraty
from Kenilworth.

Exeter

Christine Blandford & Patsy
GRxGSD Lynda Moore
from Plymouth * Tanya
Campbell from Chipping
Campden. Mrs Clodagh
Raddon from Exeter.

Carole Brown & Floss

L Diana Hatchett from
Exeter * Catherine Atkinson
from Alcester. Mrs Karen
Gander from Exeter.

Elizabeth Hargreaves &
Ferdy LxL Sally Wayte
from Bath, Judith Clay
from Bristol * Elizabeth
Butler from Kenilworth.
Mrs Vanessa Ralph from
Eastleigh. Ms Camilla
Barrow from Dawlish.

Harriet Keeling & Vala

L Carol Harris from
Kingsbridge * Charlotte
Knox-Wright from Hook.
Mrs Barbara Stone from
Kenilworth. Mrs Liese
Connolly from Exeter.

Neve McLennan &

Rowley GRxGSD Julie
Brake from Bodmin *
Jennifer Lanham from
Cheltenham. Mrs Natasha
Egan from Sidmouth.

Angela Raisbeck &
Sedgewick L Karen Tully
from Plymouth * Mrs Gail
Johnson from Warwick.
Mrs Marilyn McAuley
from Plymouth. Ms Chui
Fan Lee from Exeter.

Stephanie Read & Harrison
GRxGSD Nicola Evans from
Bristol * Helen Evans from
Redditch. Mr Paul Black
from Solihull. Miss Gilly
McDermid from Exeter.

Claire Rogers & Mollie

GR Allison Callon from
Exeter, Nikki Tregellas from
Plymouth * Miss Ashleigh
Doodson from Exeter.

Anthony Ward & Poppy GR
Sue Spicer from Chichester
* Miriam Grigore from
Brackley. Miss Grace
Selley from Cullompton.

Carrie Woodhouse & Gem L
Andrew Cole from Paignton
* Charlotte Knox-Wright
from Hook. Mrs Barbara
Stone from Kenilworth.

Glasgow

Matthew Brown & Cindy
GRxGR Linda Davie from
Rosyth * Mrs Louise Neill
from Alcester. Mrs Elayne
Coupar from Forfar.

Terry Brown & Poppy

L Wendy Bellingham

from Prestwick * Rachel
Clayton-Knight from
Nuneaton. Mrs Tricia
Collier from Warwick. Mr
Euan Birch from Hamilton.

Elaine Connelly & Roselle
LxGR Julie Harrison from
Ballynahinch * Tracy
Jones from Carterton.
Ms Nicola Bryce from
Kirriemuir. Ms June
Archbold from Glasgow.




Fiona Foley & Uni L Isabel
Pereira from Auchterarder
*Mr Ian Crewe from
Nuneaton. Miss Jenni

Small from Forfar.

Amy Macdonald & Sally
GRxL Lyn Ryan from
Hillsborough, Mark
Berman from Glasgow *
Paul Bissell from Bibury.
Mrs Louise Millard from
Lutterworth. Miss Nicky
Reid from Forfar.

Angela McInnes & Pax
GRxGSD Debbie Telford
from Hull * Mrs Sarah
Byrne from Banbury.
Mrs Kathryn Chambers
from Beverley. Mr Craig
Anderson from Forfar.

Chloe Prior & Beauty

L Gillian Barnes from
Glenrothes * Ian & Irene
Scott from Warwick.
Miss Elaine Thomson
from Arbroath. Mrs Kelly
Clark from Glasgow.

Pauline Rouse & Hamlet
GRxL Jill Coleman from
Dundee * Anne Baulch
from Daventry. Mr David
Troup from Forfar.

Hull

Robert Abey & Lizzie GRxL
Pippa Turner from Leyburn
* Karen Gardner from
Milton Keynes. Mrs Louise
Millard from Lutterworth.
Miss Laura Downing from
Sheffield. Mrs Becky
Eastes from Sheffield.
Emma Ramsey from Hull.

Chelsee Dickinson &
Venus GSD Steve Gale
from Houghton-le-Spring
* Lorna Morgan from
Birmingham. Miss Jessica
Godfrey from Rotherham.

Lauren Downie & Penny
GRxL Allison Ferguson
from Glasgow * Shasheill
Kumar from Coventry. Mrs
Susan Irvine from Forfar.

Elizabeth Frankland

& Portia L Maureen
Kesteven from Ryton,
Beverley Kempson from
Hexham, Robert Cresswell
from Alnwick * Neil Smith
from Northampton.

Dr Jonathan Gomez
Palomino from Sheffield.

Kelly Green & Stanley
L * Diane Fowkes from
Nuneaton. Mrs Victoria
Robb from Forfar.

Elizabeth Hague & Mojo

L Sue Ward from Retford

* Charlotte Bates from
Abingdon. Mrs Dulcie Parry
from Rugby. Mr Paul Winter
from Beverley. Miss Kelly
McGarr from Sheffield.

John Le-Hane & Cilla
GRxL Halina Sirrell from
York * Anna Holden from
Merstham. Mr Greg
Butler from Banbury.
Mrs Natalie Hamilton
from Mexborough.

Robbie Lee & Pilot

GRxGR Olivia Bailey from
Edinburgh * Katie Harris
from Redditch. Mrs Kaye
Donaldson from Kirriemuir.

Gary Mercer & Archie L
Carol Danskin from Dundee
* Rachel Atkinson from
Coventry. Miss Siobhan
Christie from Dundee.

Judy Shaw & Ivy GRxL
Elizabeth Sands from
Aberdeen * Jack Visser
from Redditch. Mrs Gemma
Easson from Forfar.

Christine Tate & Robin
LxGR Wigen Nazarov
from Carnoustie * Tracy
Jones from Carterton.
Mrs Katherine Pattullo
from Forfar. Mrs Emma
Coyle from Montrose.

Leeds

Paul Hinchliffe & Woody
GRxL Gavin Eastman from
Barrow upon Humber *
Mr Daniel Robinson from
Sheffield. Miss Natalie
Leitch from Sheffield.

Annette Rose & Violet LxGR
Alison Stirk from Leeds *
Emma O’Halloran from
Kenilworth. Mrs Angela
Williams from Sheffield.

Gary Tomlinson & Bruce
GRxL Gary Smillie from
Doncaster * Shasheill
Kumar from Coventry.
Mrs Claire Stewart
from Rotherham.

John Townley & Lance
GR Jean Ruff from

Redcar * Dawn Parsons
from Wallingford. Mrs
Lyn Gray from Leeds.

Liverpool

Steven Evans & Checker
GRxL Rebecca Wray
from Warrington * Karen
Rankin from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Louise Neill
from Alcester. Miss Alice
Rogers from Bolton.

Stephen Hales & Woodford
LxGR Philip Gray from
Wirral * Sandra Cox

from Marlow. Mrs Emma
Worrall from Liverpool.

Heidi Louise McGeough &
Kitty GRxL Maureen Evans
from Warrington * Natalie
Griffith from Warwick.

Mr James Ramsey from
Bolton. Mrs Helen Morris
from Liverpool. Mr Ray
Hughes from Liverpool.

Katie Sarath & Tansy
GRxL Kathleen Batchelor
from Manchester *
Elizabeth Tovey from
Coventry. Mrs Eileen
Devlin from Liverpool.

Emma Scrivener & Claude
GRxGR Anna Leaver from
Lymm * Jackie Buick from
Leicester. Miss Laura
Woodward from Leigh.

Hannah Stevenson &
Pepper GRxL Jeanne Mills
from Southport * Veronica
Bowden from Bewdley.

London

Tejpal Bhurjee & Anders
LxGR Alison Woolley from
Chelmsford * Elizabeth
Tookey from Warwick.
Mrs Dulcie Parry from
Rugby. Mrs Diana
Anisimova from London.

Rachel Bowden Waterson

& Mackie L Catherine Myall
from Ipswich * Linda Atkins
from Stratford-upon-Avon.

Kari-Anna Christopherson
& Flair GRxL Marta Santos
from Wantage * Linda
Fothergill from Solihull. Mr
Greg Butler from Banbury.
Mrs Laura Weedon from
Reading. Mrs Gemma
Hedgecock from Loughton.

New Partnerships

Ian Cooke & Val L Gillian
Genovese from Colchester
* Helen Hinchliffe from
Derby. Ms Veronica
Rechten from London.

Mary Da-Silva-Skinner

& Damon GRxL Joanna
Beales from Ramsgate *
Lyn Bushell from Daventry.

Kim Harris & Kika L
Joanna Skewes from
Tonbridge * Jane Adams
from Rugby. Mr Nikolai
Aasen from Bristol.

Mohammed Ibrahim &
Bill GRxGR Rebecca Legg
from Ware * Ms Shruti
Pisharody from London.

Katarzyna Kubaszek &
Fred LxGR Jill Lorimer
from Leamington Spa

* Sandra Boden from
Rugeley. Mrs Nonie
Toogood from Leamington
Spa. Mr Andrew Rowe
from Warwick. Miss Effie
Taylor from London.

Winnie Lam & Tarka GRxGR
* Sarah Jones from Rugby.
Mr Mark Edwards from
Warwick. Miss Victoria
Latham from London.

Deborah Persaud &

Betty LxGR Julie Leech
from Chelmsford, Trudy
Nash from Chelmsford

* Pamela Nash from
Northampton. Mr Jonathan
Otter from London.

Mark Pimm & Roger L
Roger Blackwell from
Southend-on-Sea *
Suzanna Adey from
Derby. Mrs Dulcie Parry
from Rugby. Miss Lee
Strode from London.

Gordon Reid & Albus
LxGR Pat Sims from Erith
* Hayley Kerfoot from
Stourbridge. Mrs Barbara
Stone from Kenilworth.

Damon Rose & Rafi GRxL
Sara Burrell from Maldon
* Caroline Windrum from
Southam. Mrs Sarah
Byrne from Banbury. Miss
Erica Fong from London.

Tony Sheeran & Rory
LxGR Stephen Johnson
from Orpington * Ms Ana
Stamenkovic from London.
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Clare Waters & Grace

GR Wayne Eddings

from Peterborough *
Jane Huntington from
Stratford-upon-Avon.
Miss Eleanor Jeffries from
Warwick. Mrs Roanne
Insley from London.

Maidstone

Charles Austin & Lewis L
Toni Voller from Godalming
* Diane Merker from
Malvern. Miss Sarah
Sheasby from Bromsgrove.
Mrs Joanne Wilkinson
from Maidstone. Ms Lisa
Ruskin from Brighton.

Stephen Benningfield

& Rowley L Jennifer
Masters Vidler from
Colchester, Jill King from
Woodbridge, Andrew

Kiel from Woodbridge *
Margaret Lyson-Marshall
from Southam. Mr Barry
Jessop from London.

Elizabeth Berry & Harris
L Elizabeth Farndon

from Maidstone * Mr Rob
Bunting from Maidstone.

Kate Bosley & Tilly L *
Christina Sibbald from
Wantage. Mrs Elaine
Barker from Leamington
Spa. Mr Louise White
from Maidstone.

Malgorzata Galbarczyk &
Wilma L Peter Blackman
from Chelmsford * Louise
White from Maidstone.

Nicola Harwood & Danni
LxGR * Michelle Buckley
from Leamington Spa.
Mrs Nonie Toogood
from Leamington Spa.
Mrs Jessica Massey
from Maidstone.

John Hedley & Oliver
LxGR Stephanie McKay
from Ashford * Hayley
Kerfoot from Stourbridge.
Mrs Barbara Stone

from Kenilworth.

Frances Holman & Miri
LxGR David Pearce from
Reading * Susan Griffiths
from Derby. Mr Ian
Johnson from Bracknell.

Carol Jones & Iris
GRxL Lesley Molloy
from Maidstone, Annie

Hawkins from Tonbridge
* Mrs Sarah Byrne from
Banbury. Miss Joanne
Newham from Maidstone.

Lewis March & Billy GR
Sharon Groom from
Aylesbury * Clare Jones
from Northampton. Mr
Mark Edwards from
Warwick. Miss Megan
Wonnacott from Tonbridge.

Gary Tapp & Elvee
LxGR Sonia Wyatt from
Bristol * Mr Roberto
Granese from Chigwell.

Samuel Wilkins &
Elizabeth L Jill King from
Woodbridge, Vanessa
Green from Braintree *
Margaret Lyson-Marshall
from Southam. Ms Gerry
Kiefer from London.

Julia Wilson & Prince

GRxL Helen Kellock from
Clacton-on-Sea * Lisa Bird
from Stratford-upon-Avon.
Mr Paul Black from Solihuill.

Manchester

Linda Bennett & Rory
GRxGR Loraine Platt
from Rossendale * Hayley
Kerfoot from Stourbridge.

Judith Daniels & Leo L
Kathryn Pimble from
Oswestry * Diane Fowkes
from Nuneaton. Mr
Alexander McManus from
Bolton. Mrs Beverley
Jamieson from Warrington.

Catherine Gibson & Rajah
GRxL Mia Inzani Smith from
Preston * Anne Baulch
from Daventry. Mrs Olwen
Foster from Bolton.

Deborah Gilmore &

Gini GRxL Ann Fletcher
from Lytham St Annes

* Margaret Reynolds
from Rugby. Mrs

Louise Millard from
Lutterworth. Mr Darren
Maunder from Wigan.

Barry Griffiths & Duchess

L Jennifer Wright from
Congleton * Paula Hendrick
from Telford. Mrs Tricia
Collier from Warwick.

James Hutton & Ruth
GR Ally Lumsden from
Cheadle, Carole Milnes
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from Stalybridge * Cynthia
Rushall from Market
Drayton. Miss Dani
Chadderton from Leigh.

Anthony Johnson &
Alexander GRxGSD
Christine Pettersson

from Liverpool * Jennifer
Lanham from Cheltenham.

Georgina Joyce & Magic
L Karen Vermeersch
from Swindon, Janice
Boswell from Corsham *
Janet Paget from Rugby.
Mrs Tricia Collier from
Warwick. Mr Andrew
Ireton from Bolton.

Jayne Massey & Ernie LxGR
Allan Jones from Bolton

* Philip Maycock from
Bromsgrove. Mrs Barbara
Stone from Kenilworth.

Miss Rebecca Lister from
Newton-le-Willows.

Nick McShane & Axel L
Alison Tanner-Davies
from Wirral * Miss
Jessica Lowe from
Birmingham. Mr Michael
Cooney from Wigan.

Andrew Nattrass & Tora
GRxL Sandra Croker
from Birmingham *
Caroline Windrum from
Southam. Mrs Sarah
Byrne from Banbury.
Miss Elle Gascoyne
from Manchester.

Julie Oliver & Criton L
Abigail Hargreaves from
Burnley * Joanne Weaver
from Redditch. Miss Kirsty
Regan from Wigan.

Joshua Stirland & Oak
GRxGR Gillian Ruleman
from Manchester * Sarah
Absolom from Milton
Keynes. Mr Richard Edge
from Flyford Flavell. Mrs
Lynn Soper from Bolton.

Zoe White & Edgar GRxL
Christine Jones from Over
Hulton * Lisa Castle from
Redditch. Mrs Sarah Byrne
from Banbury. Miss Nicole
Crawford from Leigh.

Newcastle

David Allen & Duke
LxGR Anne Rowse
from Dunfermline *
Margaret Creed from

Stourbridge. Mrs Kerry
Walker from Montrose.

Heather Buckley & Connor
L Helen Mowbray from
Sheffield * Rachel Clayton-
Knight from Nuneaton.
Mrs Tricia Collier from
Warwick. Mrs Karen Piper
from Newcastle upon Tyne.
Dr Steph Lawler from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

David Clithero & Reign
GRxL Sandra Edgar

from Dumfries * Karen
Gardner from Milton
Keynes. Mrs Louise Millard
from Lutterworth.

Mark Debrick & Jimmy
GRxL Roslyn Brown from
Kirriemuir * Jack Visser
from Redditch. Mrs
Heather Bruce from Forfar.

Mandy Elson & Baker GR
Laraine Knott from South
Shields * Clare Jones from
Northampton. Mr Mark
Edwards from Warwick.
Miss Hollie Bland from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Matthew Loftus & Milton
GRxL Wendy Nicholl from
Harrogate * Paul Bissell
from Bibury. Mrs Louise
Millard from Lutterworth.
Miss Eleanor Baker

from Chesterfield.

Rachel Looby & Mowza

L Laura Williams from
Whitley Bay * Karen Rankin
from Leamington Spa.
Miss Rachel Ashley from
Nuneaton. Mrs Sarah
Hodgson from Bedlington.

Alexandra Mackie &
Rowley L Debbie Holman
from Halifax, Niall Rogers
from North Shields *

Ms Alison Binalle from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Michelle Mara & Cody
L David Campbell from
Ballyclare * Catherine
Atkinson from Alcester.
Miss Elaine Thomson
from Arbroath.

Maureen McLellan &
Lucy CCRxL Margaret
Reid from Stockton-
on-Tees * Claire Davis
from Warwick. Mr Adam
Fincham from Leamington
Spa. Miss Becky Townend
from Gateshead.



Janice Parr & Hesta
GRxGR * Janet Leggett
from Upper Longdon. Miss
Lyn Archer from Forfar.

Lesley Rance & Kide L *
Mrs Diane McCreadie
from Middlesbrough.

Pauline Richardson & Annie
GRxL Brian Fearnley from
Darlington * Shasheill
Kumar from Coventry.

Mrs Selina Richards from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Shannon Ripley & Kenny
L Jane Jackson from
Matlock Bath * Miss
Beth Buxton Collins from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Charlie Mai Robinson &
Pickle GRxL Lynne Sutton
from Sheffield, Wendy
Hackles from Houghton-
le-Spring, Steve Byfield
from Ripon * Elizabeth
Tovey from Coventry.

Mr Edward Moss from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Stephen Rose & Ike
LxGR Rachel Quinn from
Edinburgh * Suzanne
Polton from Rugby.

Norman Stokoe & Jim
LxGR Margaret Rich

from Gateshead * Mrs
Tricia Collier from
Warwick. Mr Terence
Towers from Ashington.
Dr Elizabeth Ruddy from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Chris Turnbull & Carol
STPxL Wendy Raisbeck
from Saltburn-by-the-Sea *
Kat Bray from Swadlincote.
Mrs Linda Landsberg from
Milton Keynes. Mr Herbert
Redpath from North
Shields. Mrs Carolyn Mayne
from Stockton-on-Tees.

Russell Welsh & Codie
GRxGR Karen Macallister
from Falkirk * Janet
Leggett from Upper
Longdon. Mr William
McGregor from Forfar.

Jennifer Whelan & Robert
LxGR Paul Mather from
Whitley Bay * Fiona

Reedy from Evesham.

Mrs Barbara Stone from
Kenilworth. Mrs Amy
Cochrane from Gateshead.

Nicola Wright & Ann L Jeni
Widdows from York, Joanne
Hewitt from Shildon * Mr
Ian Crewe from Nuneaton.

Mrs Rachel Ryder from
Newcastle upon Tyne.

Nottingham

Marlene Askew & Pippa
GRxL Fiona Gunn from
Sutton-in-Ashfield * Jack
Visser from Redditch.
Mrs Helena Sharpe
from Nottingham.

Janet Baker & Leo LXxGR

* Sandra Boden from
Rugeley. Mrs Nonie
Toogood from Leamington
Spa. Miss Shelley Browning
from Nottingham.

Michael Coulson & Felix
LxGR Jo Stapleton from
Leicester * Claire O’Keeffe
from Leamington Spa.

Mrs Dawn Donnelly from
Nottingham. Mrs Sue
Rickaby from Nottingham.

Patricia Dale & Molly

L Denise Atkin from
Nottingham * Adele Sullivan
from Banbury. Mrs Nonie
Toogood from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Dawn Donnelly
from Nottingham.

Harry Head & Keddy L
Samantha Cartledge

f‘ _t
New Por‘tnelr'ships

from Northampton *

Mr Alan Lowe from
Coventry. Mr Joseph
Woodruff from Coventry.

Lisa Jones & Valerie

LxGR * Sandra Boden
from Rugeley. Mrs Nonie
Toogood from Leamington.
Mrs Susan Maddock

from Nottingham.

John David Kinch & Vegas
GRxL Sue Halford from
Birmingham * Helen

Daw from Bedford.

Mrs Sue Rickaby from
Nottingham. Mrs Carol
Joyes from Nottingham.

Sarah Rogers & Hilary
LxGR Kelvin Tiday from
Wigston * Michelle Buckley
from Leamington Spa.
Mrs Nonie Toogood

from Leamington Spa.

Kay Yallup & Maryrose
GRxL Mandy Rule from
Oakham * Sarah Butler
from Milton Keynes.

Mr Paul Crowe from
Kenilworth. Mrs Chloe
Talamini from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Marie Edenbrow
from Nottingham.
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New Partnerships

Peterborough

Philip Aldred & Whisp

LxGR Alison Chilton

from Nottingham *
Michelle Buckley from
Leamington Spa. Mrs
Nonie Toogood from
Leamington Spa. Miss Anna
Ferrari from Warwick.

Lesley Brown-Cox &

Trish L Keith Hobbs from
Nuneaton, Pamela Bal
from Nuneaton * Phillippa
Dobson from Solihull. Mrs
Sue Bull from Nottingham.

Mhairi Claxton & Jack
LxGR Kevin Murphy from
Nottingham * Sandra
Boden from Rugeley.
Mrs Nonie Toogood
from Leamington Spa.
Mrs Stacey Newton
from Leamington Spa.

Annabel Clifton & Lily
GRxL John Morris from
Coventry * Hilary Cooke
from Bromsgrove.

Mrs Gill Weeks from
Leamington Spa.

Lisa Dyer & Ivy LxGR Sonia
Mapp from Stourport-
on-Severn * Michael
Jones from Leicester.

Miss Katherine Gunn

from Leamington Spa.

Mrs Nikki Rimmington

from Kenilworth.

Anya Falkus & Teal GRxL
Ruth Oliver from Worcester
* Hilary Cooke from
Bromsgrove. Mr Andrew
Walling from Warwick.

Russell Hart & Buddy
LxGR Rachel Gregory
from Nottingham * Sylvia
Burgess from Buckingham.
Mrs Dulcie Parry from
Rugby. Mrs Karen Bird
from Leamington Spa.
Miss Eloise Green

from Peterborough.

Jon Hayre & Fagin GRxGSD
Beverley Hopkins from
Bicester, Kathryn Culley
from Hook, Sarah Veasey
from Leicester * Trudy
Evans from Coventry.

Ellis Hornett & Grace
GRxGR Kay Cullen from
Solihull * Jane Ekins from
Leamington Spa. Ms Esther
Holmes from Meriden.

Warren Kendrick &
Crumble GRxGR * Sandra
Cox from Marlow. Miss
Rachel Strudwick from
Leamington Spa.

Geraldine McKeag & Ted
GRxGR Julia Tivey from
Rugby * Jane Ekins from
Leamington Spa. Ms Esther
Holmes from Meriden. Miss
Dominique Saveker-Hughes
from Leamington Spa.

Jad Necel & Quenna LxGR
James Anderson from
Northampton * Michelle
Buckley from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Nonie Toogood
from Leamington Spa.

Ms Amela Bogdanovic
from Leamington Spa.

Vincent Ridgewell & Paxton
GRxGSD Yvonne Smith from
Nuneaton * Sharon Pogson
from Bromsgrove. Mr Paul
Black from Solihull. Ms
Lorna Unitt from Southam.

Colin Stott & Dorothy
LxGR Sarah Hallet

from Warwick * Melanie
Elkington from Kenilworth.
Mr Andrew Walling from
Warwick. Mr Anthony
Miles from Kettering.

Janet Turner & Mary LxGR
Madge Nightingale from
Birmingham * Sandra
Boden from Rugeley.

Mrs Nonie Toogood

from Leamington Spa.

Mrs Elaine Oliver from
Radway Warwick.

Sanchia Wilkins & Pete

L Amanda Lewis from
Warwick * Phillippa Dobson
from Solihull. Mrs Rachael
Groen from Warwick.

Neil Winterton & Glenise
GRxL Tamara Queen

from Southam, Sandra
Robinson from Leamington
Spa * Jack Visser from
Redditch. Ms Suzy Malakhi
from Leamington Spa.

Reading

Mark Graham & Morgan
L Rae Gibbens from
Whitstable * Diane Fowkes
from Nuneaton. Mrs
Elizabeth Wirth from
Reading. Ms Carolyn
Porter from Tadley.
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Francis Tipton & Ewan

GR Helen Morgan

from Hailsham * Jane
Huntington from Stratford-
upon-Avon. Mrs Julie
Matkin from Reading.

Shrewsbury

Michael Bellis & Max L
Cheryl Edwards from
Manchester * Rachel
Atkinson from Coventry.
Ms Aleksandra Zydek
from Shrewsbury.

David Grocott & Hudson
L Stella Peterson from
Todmorden, Vinny Wardle
from Ashton-under-

Lyne * Mr James Twist
from Shrewsbury.

Mark Hartshorn & Dotty L
Geraldine Facchinello from
Liverpool, Richard Clark
from Southport * Charlotte
Knox-Wright from Hook.
Mrs Barbara Stone from
Kenilworth. Mr Peter
Penny from Shrewsbury.

Clive Jones & Rowley
GRxGR Lindy Reed from
Ludlow * Katie Harris from
Redditch. Mr Graham
Bates from Shrewsbury.

Claire Miller-Mulholland &
Royal L Catherine Bradley
from Blackpool * Paula
Hendrick from Telford.
Mrs Tricia Collier from
Warwick. Miss Nicola
Ainsworth from Atherton.

David Raymond Monckton
& Jingle LxGR Alan
Reeves from Walsall *
Margaret Creed from
Stourbridge. Mr Andrew
Booth from Shrewsbury.

Lindsey Rowlands & Eric
LxGR Isabelle Hodgkins
from Walsall, Claire
McLeish from Northwich
* Chris Cavanagh from
Cheltenham. Mr Paul
Clare from Manchester.
Miss Kirsten Mackay
from Shrewsbury.

Marina Stroud & Wendy
GRxL Beth Dacey from
Preston, Katie Finan from
Stafford * Glynis Nixon
from Warwick. Miss Kirsten
Mackay from Shrewsbury.
Alan Bush from Worcester.

Southampton

Mark Brooke-Smith &
Bonzo GR Janet Kay
from Bristol * Mr Clive
Dunmore from Verwood.

Madeline Close & Arty
LxGR Gail Saunders from
Oxford * Pat Wilkinson
from Rugby. Miss Sarah
Sheasby from Bromsgrove.
Mr Andrew Styles from
Bristol. Mr Andrew
Becconsall from Swanage.

Veronica Devlin & Brad
L Helen Edwards from
Weymouth * Diane
Fowkes from Nuneaton.
Miss Georgina White
from Bournemouth.

Ann Haley Brown & Eva
GRXL Gary Street from
Leyland, Carol Street from
Leyland * Katie Harris from
Redditch. Mr Robert Fish
from Coventry. Mr Mark
Gregory from Eastleigh.

Simon Lindfield & Rishka
L Jaqueline Meaney from
Pamper Green * Becky
Robertson from Banbury.
Mrs Lynn Richards from
Coventry. Mrs Sharon
Downing from Exeter.

Shaun Maddock &

Victor GRxGR Gregory
Coomber from Crewkerne
* Lyn Brehaut from
Worcester. Mr Steve
White from Eastleigh.

Patrick Moran & Isabella
LxGR Annie Taylor from
Norton-sub-Hamdon

* Claire O’Keeffe from
Leamington Spa. Mr Gary
Holderness from Ferndown.

Peter Sheath & Hollie
LxGR Mark Gurney from
Lightwater * Melanie
Elkington from Kenilworth.
Mrs Lucy Hammond

from Eastleigh.

Patrick Smyth & Yogi

L * Hilary Cooke from
Bromsgrove. Miss Amanda
Hancocks from Daventry.
Mrs Francesca Andrews
from Wimborne.

Josephine Spears & Saige
LxGR Deborah Daw from
Dorchester * Hayley
Kerfoot from Stourbridge.
Mrs Barbara Stone from



Kenilworth. Mr Daniel Hicks
from Eastleigh. Mrs Claire
Eade from Eastleigh.

Sue Taylor & Haven L Irene
Harman from Bognor
Regis, Carol Herring from
Basingstoke * Steve Giles
from Leicester. Mrs Grace
Ridealgh from Verwood.

Welwyn Garden City

Ruth Baker & Dugan L
Sharon Mather from
Bishop's Stortford *
Pauline Macpherson

from Stratford-upon-
Avon. Mr Ian Crewe from
Nuneaton. Mr Ian Standing
from South Woodford.

Mrs Sarah Ferguson

from Ingatestone.

Nicola Beard & Lucy L
Edith Preston from St
Albans * Claire Stanley
from Evesham. Mrs

& Mr Esther & Peter
McCafferty from Woodford
Green. Mrs Jenny
Berriman from Epping.

Colin Bowley & Fella GRxGR

James O’Halloran from
Chatham * Sandra Cox
from Marlow. Mrs Elzbieta
Grzybek from London.

Irene Brooks & Tilly

L Diana Clarke from
Newbury * Jane Adams
from Rugby. Mrs Karen
Yorke from St Albans.

Alison Mead & Hamish
LxGR Mary Taylor from
Witham * Emma O’Halloran
from Kenilworth. Mrs

Lisa Weaver Jones

from St Albans.

New Partnerships

Kelvin Sheridan & Emmi
GRxL Laura Brown from
St Albans * Mr Steven
Fiore from Buckhurst
Hill. Mr Dennis Lloyd
from Woodford Green.
Miss Christine Stock
from St Albans.

Sheila Townsend & Erma
LxGR * Lisa Smith from
Warwick. Mr Hugh Brown
from Coventry. Miss Lauren
Grainger from Leamington
Spa. Mrs Beverley

Turner from London.
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Letter & Caption Competition

Letter: wise words from Margaret

As a volunteer for Guide Dogs for 18 years, involvement is the real currency, the sharing
I've noticed that the smaller the community of experiences with guide dogs and their
group, school or organisation I've visited, owners, the ambassadorial duties creating
the more heart they put into fundraising and laughter, maybe tears, and certainly a better
donating. People may not have much to give, understanding of the challenges of sight loss.

but they frequently give regularly, say £1

a month for years on end. It all mounts up.
Givers also tell others who might do the same,
or give more down the line when they are able.

Whatever the donation, leaving with the warm
support of the community is more important
to me.

Yours, Margaret Woodward,

The mantra ‘every penny counts’ is common speaker and former puppy raiser

for a reason, but experience has taught
me that it's not just money which matters. Turn to page 26 for our Thank You to
The warmth and goodwill which comes from our Supporters section

Caption Competition

Love Your Weekend pup Titch had to share the limelight with The last competition winner

his siblings before finding cover star fame! He’s pictured as is Graham White from Derby,
a tiny puppy still nesting with his mum, Vicki, who's cared for with the caption “I don't know

by volunteer breeding dog holder Claire Cobbold. why Eric’s looking so cheerful.
- 2 I want to know when he’s going

' to bring me some sunshine!”

Congratulations, Graham!

Competition rules: This competition is open to
anyone resident in the UK, except employees of
the Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, their
families and anyone connected with the
competition. No purchase necessary. Proof of
posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
No responsibility can be accepted for entries
delayed, damaged or mislaid or wrongly
delivered. Illegible entries will be disqualified.

What would you ca ption this photo? Only one or‘igirfcl entryis allowgd per envelope.
The winners will be notified by either post or
Send your suggestions to: Forward, Communications telephone and the results will be published in
o AN . the next issue of the magazine. The winners
Teom, GU|de DOgS. H|llf|eld5, Burghf|eld Common, must agree to the publication of their names,
Reoding, RG7 3YG or email photographs and any publicity, if rgguested. In
. . all matters concerning the competition the
fOPWle‘d@JUldedogs-Org-Uk with your name, address Editor’s decision is final. No correspondence
and a daytime phone number. The winner gets a £10 Gl B CrdERes et iy TS cesz hes
of the rules. The closing date for the
Marks & Spencer‘ voucher. competition is 31 January 2025.
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CVS Group partnership
raises more than £67,000

for Guide Dogs

Leading veterinary services provider
CVS announced its Charity of the Year
partnership with Guide Dogs in July 2023.
In the last year, their colleagues and
customers have undertaken a variety of
individual and group fundraising activities
including charity bake sales, walks and
challenges, in addition to donations via
traditional cash collection boxes.

CVS also introduced a micro-donation
platform, called Pennies and also known

as a ‘digital charity box’, at client payment
points within 440 of its practices throughout

In Good Company

the UK. Funds raised have supported a
broad range of Guide Dogs’ work, from our
guide dog service through to the work we
do to support young people and children
with a vision impairment and their families.

CVS Group has around 500 vets and
referral centres in the UK, the Republic of
Ireland and the Netherlands, covering small
animal, farm animal and equine practices,
plus laboratories and crematoria.

Thank you to all colleagues and customers
of CVS Group for raising such an incredible
amount for Guide Dogs.

Thank you to everyone who visited
our paw-some accessible art traill

In the last edition of Forward we told you
about our free, fun and family-friendly trail
of adventure, Paws on the Wharf. The trail
saw 25 larger-than-life guide dog sculptures
pop up around Canary Wharf for eight
weeks from mid-March to mid-May, with the
aim of raising awareness of sight loss and
vital funds for Guide Dogs.

The trail was designed to be as inclusive
and accessible as possible - it was short in
distance and step-free, there were sighted
guide and sensory tours for people who
preferred support, and sculptures were
created with artists who have sight loss.
There were also tactile elements to the
sculptures, and visitors could use NaviLens

technology (an app which uses QR code-style

symbols that can be read by a smartphone)
to find their way around the trail.

We're pleased to share that the trail was a
huge success, receiving amazing coverage
and feedback in the media and from people

visiting the trail! Not only that, but we raised
a fantastic £295,000 for Guide Dogs too.

Thank you to everyone who supported

the trail, and special thanks to our event
partners and sponsors: Wild in Art, Citi,
Canary Wharf Group, Canal and River Trust,
United Airlines, James Wellbeloved™, Cirrico,
Petplan, NaviLens, The Liquorice Press Ltd
and The Big Yellow Storage Company.




Petplan

Petplun & ADCH 4

Awards
2025

+ Celebrating those within the animal charity sector.

Nominate toda,yl

Say thank you to those that dedicate
their time to helping pets without a
forever home by nominating today

7 Animal Charity Team of the Year E E%'q
"Iﬂ"

Animal Charity Employee of the Year -'5:5:“-5‘

37 Animal Charity Volunteer of the Year .Iﬂ;.—'

Nominations close on 31st January 2025.


https://awards.petplan.co.uk/
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